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PREFACE 

Every minister needs a concise, clear, and compre- 
hensive ritual for the various services connected with 
his office. We believe this little book will satisfy 
this requirement. It places in the hands of the busy 
pastor the best selections and rituals. 

The author is under obligations to the Baptist, 
Congregational, Methodist Episcopal, Unitarian, and 
Universalist publishing houses for their kindness in 
furnishing materials used in his work. He is confi- 
dent that the book will be helpful to his brethren in 
the ministry of the Lord Jesus. 

N. T. WHITAKER. 
Boston, March, 1900. 



MARRIAGE 



1. FORMULA 

The persons to be married shall stand before the min- 
ister, the woman on the leth side of the man. The min- 
ister, holding in his hand the marriage certificate, shall 
say: — 

This document certifies that the parties named 
therein and here present are legally authorized to 
enter upon the estate of matrimony. 

This estate was instituted by our Creator in the 
Garden of Eden, sanctioned by our Saviour in Cana of 
Galilee, and pronounced by his inspired apostle as 
being honorable in all. It is founded upon true and 
lasting affection, and must consist of a union of hearts 
in true love. If your hearts are thus united, you may 
signify the same by joining your right hands. 

To the man : — 

Wilt thou take this woman to be thy wedded wife, 
to live together after God's ordinance in the holy 
estate of matrimony ; wilt thou love and honor her, 
cherish and comfort her, in sickness and in health, 

B 1 



2 MARRIAGE 

and forsaking all others, keep thee only unto her so 
long as ye both shall live ? 

To the woman : — 

Wilt thou take this man to be thy wedded husband, 
to live together after God's ordinance in the holy 
estate of matrimony ; wilt thou love and honor him, 
cherish and comfort him, in sickness and in health, 
and forsaking all others, keep thee only unto him so 
long as ye both shall live ? 

When the ring is used, let the minister, before the 
ceremony begins, request the man to hold the ring in his 
left hand, and at this stage in the ceremony he should 
say to the man : — 

What token dost thou give that thou wilt perform 
thy vows ? 

The minister, taking the ring from the man, should 
say to the woman : — 

Dost thou accept this ring as a token of fidelity on 
thy part ? 

To the man : — 

Place the ring on the third finger of her left hand, 
and then repeat after me : — 

With this ring — I thee wed — and with my earthly 
goods — I thee endow — in-the-name o£.the. Father — 
^iid of the Son — and of the Holy Ghost. 

The minister shall then say : — 

After these solemn vows made in the presence of 
God and these witnesses, by virtue of the authority 



FORMULA 3 

vested in me T pronounce you husband and wife ^ 
- the namo .-o£^tUe JTatlier^ and of t^he Son^ and of the 
Holy G-host. - Amen. 

Then shall the minister lay his hand upon their clasped 
hands and say : — 

^Vhat God hath joined together let not man put 
asunder. Let us pray. Almighty God, our heavenly 
Father, grant, we pray thee, thy richest blessings upon 
these, thy servants, in the new and holy relation that 
they now have assumed toward eacli other, and enable 
them to be faithful always to the blessed bond that 
unites their lives. We thank thee for the pure, true 
love that they have for each other, and pray that in 
the coming years that love may ever grow stronger 
and deeper. May they spend many happy years 
together and prove a great blessing to each other in 
all things. 

Grant also, we humbly pray, that we may all serve 
thee faithfully on earth, and in the better land, where 
love is perfect and joys eternal, reign with thee, 
world without end, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

IL FORMULA 

The persons standing before the minister, the man on 
the right side of the woman, the minister shall say : — 

Dearly Beloved — We are gathered together here 
n the sight of God, and in the presence of these 
vitnesses, to join together this man and this woman 
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in holy matrimony; which is an honorable estate, 
instituted of God in the time of man^s innocency, 
signifying unto us the mystical union that exists 
between Christ and his Church; which holy estate 
Christ adorned and beautified with his presence and 
the first miracle that he wrought, in Cana of Galilee, 
and is commended of St. Paul to be honorable among 
all men; and therefore is not by any to be entered 
into unadvisedly, but reverently, discreetly, and in 
the fear of God. 

Into which holy estate these two persons present 
come now to be joined. Therefore, if any can show 
just cause why they may not lawfully be joined 
together, let him now speak, or else hereafter forever 
hold his peace. 

Then shall the minister say to the persons to be mar- 
ried : — 

I require and charge you both, that if either of you 
know any impediment why yoti may not be lawfully 
joined together in matrimony, you do now confess it ; 
for be ye well assured, that so many as are coupled 
together otherwise than God's word doth allow, are 
not joined together by God, neither is their matri- 
mony lawful. 

If no impediment is alleged, the minister shall say to 
the man : — 

M, wilt thou have this woman to be thy wedded 
wife, to live together after God's ordinance, in the 



FORMULA 5 

holy estate of matrimony ? Wilt thou love her, com- 
fort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and in 
health; and forsaking all other, keep thee only unto 
her, so long as ye both shall live ? 

The man shall ansiver : — 

I will. 

Then the minister shall say to the woman : — 

N, wilt thou have this man to be thy wedded hus- 
band, to live together after God's ordinance, in the 
holy estate of matrimony? Wilt thou love, honor, 
and keep him, in sickness and in health ; and forsak- 
ing all other, keep thee only unto him, as long as ye 
both shall live ? 

The woman shall answer : — 

I will. 

Then the minister shall cause the man with his right 
hand to take the woman by her right hand, and to say 
after him as followeth : — 

1 M, take thee N, to be my wedded wife, to have 
and to hold, from this day forward, for better for 
worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health ; 
to love and to cherish, till death us do part, according 
to God's holy ordinance; and thereto I plight thee 
my faith. 

* Then shall they loose their hands; and tlie woman 
with her right liand talking the man by his right hand, 
shall likewise say after the minister : — 
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I N, take thee M, to be my wedded husband, to 
have aud to hold, from this day forward, fcr better 
for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in 
liealth, to love and to cherish, till death us do part, 
according to God's holy ordinance ; and thereto I 
plight thee my faith. 

Then shall the minister pray thus : — 

Eternal God, Creator and Preserver of all man- 
kind. Giver of all spiritual grace, the Author of ever- 
lasting life : send thy blessing upon these thy servants, 
this man and this woman, whom we bless in thy name ; 
that as Isaac and Eebecca lived faithfully together, 
so these persons may surely perform and keep the 
vow and covenant between them made, and may ever 
remain in perfect love and peace together, and live 
according to thy laws, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

If the parties desire it, the man shall here hand a ring 
to the minister, who shall return it to him, and direct him 
to place it on the third finger of the -woman's left hand. 
And the man shall say to the woman, repeating after the 
minister : — 

With this ring I thee wed, and with my worldly 
goods I thee endow, in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Then shall the minister join their right hands together 
and say • — 
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Eorasmuch as M and N have consented together 
in holy wedlock, and have witnessed the same before 
God and this company, and thereto have pledged 
their faith either to other, and have declared the 
same by joining of hands, I pronounce that they are 
husband and wife together, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Those whom 
God has joined together let no man put asunder. 

And the minister shall add this blessing : — 

God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, bless, 
preserve and keep you : the Lord mercifully with his 
favor look upon you, and so fill you with all spir- 
itual benediction and grace, that ye may so live to- 
gether in this life that in the world to come ye may 
have life everlasting. Amen. 

Then shall the minister offer the foUoifving prayer : — 

God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob, 
bless this man and this woman, and sow the seed of 
eternal life in their hearts, that whatsoever in thy Holy 
Word they shall profitably learn, they may indeed 
fulfil the same. Look, Lord, mercifully on them 
from heaven, and bless them ; as thou didst send thy 
blessing upon Abraham and Sarah to their great com- 
fort, so vouchsafe to send thy blessings upon this man 
and this woman, that they, obeying thy will, and 
always being in safety under thy protection, may 
abide in thy love unto their lives' end, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
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Almighty God, who at the beginning didst create our 
first parents, Adam and Eve, and didst sanctify and 
join them together in marriage, pour upon these per- 
sons the riches of thy grace, sanctify and bless them, 
that they may please thee both in body and soul, and 
live together in holy love unto their lives' end. Amen. 

Here the minister may use extemporary prayer. TlieD 
the minister shall repeat the Lord's Prayer. 



SELECTIONS OF SCRIPTURE FOR 
FUNERALS 



I. FUNERAL SERVICE 

THE RESURRECTION 

As touching the dead, that they are raised; have ye 
Inot read in the book of Moses, in the place concerning 
■the bush, how God spake unto him, saying, I am the 
iGod of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God 
f of Jacob ? He is not the God of the dead, but of the 
I living. — Mark xii. 26, 27. 

Thy dead shall live ; together with my dead body 
shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in the 
dust. — Is A. xxvi. 19. 

Many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt. And they that be 
wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament, 
and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars 
forever and ever. — Dax. xii. 2, 3. 

9 



10 SELECTIONS OF SCRIPTURE FOR FUNE 

Oh that my words were now written ! 
Oh that they were inscribed in a book ! 
That with an iron pen and lead 
They were graven in the rock forever. 
But I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
And that he sUall stand up at the last upon the 
And after my skin hath been thus destroyed, 
Yet from my flesh shall I see God. 
\Miom I shall see for myself, 
And mine eyes shall behold and not another. 
• — Job xix. 2c 

Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise 
Martha saith unto him, I know that he slia 
again in the resurrection at the last day. Jesi 
unto her, I am the resurrection and the life. — 
xi. 23-25. 

For as the Father raiseth the dead and qiiic 
them, even so the Son also quickeneth whom 1 
Marvel not at this, for the hour cometh in wh 
that are in their graves shall hear his voice an 
come forth. — John v. 21, 28, 29. 

For I delivered unto you first of all that w 
also received, how that Christ died for our sins 
ing to the scriptures ; and that he was buried ; a: 
he hath been raised on the third day according 
scriptures ; and that he appeared to Cephas ; t 
the twelve; then he appeared to above five h 
brethren at once, of whom the greater part remai 
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now, but some are fallen asleep ; then he appeared to 
James; then to all the apostles; and last of all, as 
unto one born out of due time, he appeared to me also. 
— ICoR. XV. 3-8. 

But now hath Christ been raised from the dead, 
the firstfruits of them that are asleep. For since by 
. man came death, by man came also the resurrection of 
the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 
shall all be made alive. But each in his own order ; 
Christ the firstfruits; then they that are Christ's at 
his coming. Then cometh the end when he shall 
deliver up the kingdom to God, even the Father; 
when he shall have abolished all rule and all author- 
ity and power. For he must reign till he hath put 
all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy that 
shall be abolished is death. — 1 Cor. xv. 20-26. 

But some will say, How are the dead raised ? and 
with what manner of body do they come? Thou 
foolish one, that which thou thyself sowest is not 
quickened, except it die ; and that which thou sowest, 
thou sowest not the body that shall be, but a bare 
grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other kind ; 
but God giveth it a body even as it pleased him, 
and to each seed a body of its own. — 1 Cor. xv. 
35-38. 

So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown 
in corruption, it is raised in incorruption ; it is sown 
in dishonor, it is raised in glory ; it is sown in weak- 
ness, it is raised in power ; it is soww ^ xsa^wct'^is. 
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body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a 
natural body, there is also a spiritual body. — 1 Cor. 
XV. 42-44. 

Howbeit that is not first which is spiritual, but that 
which is natural ; then that which is spiritual. The 
first man is of the earth, earthy ; the second man is 
of heaven. As is the earthy, such are they also that 
are earthy ; and as is the heavenly, such are they also 
that are heavenly. And as we have borne the image 
of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 
heavenly. Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, neither 
doth corruption inherit incorruption. Behold I tell 
you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trump : for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed. For this corruptible must put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. But 
when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then 
shall come to pass the saying that is written. Death is 
swallowed up in victory. death, where is thy victory ? 
death, where is thy sting ? The sting of death is 
sin ; and the power of sin is the law : but thanks be to 
God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. — 1 Cor. xv. 46-57. 

Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first 
over these the second death hath no 
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power; bi\t they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him. — Rev. xx. 6. 

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven, 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first ; then we that are alive, that are left, shall 
together with them be caught up in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air ; and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words. — 1 Thess. iv. 16-18. 

11. FUNERAL SERVICE 

sanctified affliction a blessing 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort ; 
who comforteth us in all our affliction, that we may 
be able to comfort them that are in any affliction, 
through the comfort wherewith we ourselves are com- 
forted of God. —2 Cor. i. 3, 4. 

For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction 
of the afflicted. Neither hath he hid his face from 
him; but when he cried unto him he heard. — Ps. 
xxii. 24. 

Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him. For he knoweth our 
frame, he remembereth that we are dust. — Ps. ciii. 13. 

This is my comfort in my affliction ; for thy word 
hath quickened me. I have remembered thy judg- 
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Iments of old, Lord, and have comforted inyse7/. 
Thy statutes have been my song in the house of my 
pilgrimage. Unless thy law had been my delight, I 
should then have perished in mine affliction. — Ps. cxix. 

C, 52, 54, 92. 
Why art thou cast down, my soul ? And why art 
uiiou disquieted within me ? Hope thou in God, for 
I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my coun- 
tenance and my God. — Ps. xlii. 11. 

The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of 
trouble : and he knoweth them that put their trust 
in him. — Nahum i. 7. 

Let not your heart be troubled : ye believe in God, 
believe also in me. In my Father's house are many 
mansions ; if it were not so, I would have told you : 
for I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I come again and will receive 
you unto myself ; that where I am there ye may be 
also. And I will pray the Father, and he shall give 
you another Comforter, that he may be with you for- 
ever. I will not leave you desolate. Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be fearful. — John 
xiv. 1-3, 16, 17, 27. 

And we know that to them that love God all 
things work together for good. — Rom. viii. 2S. 

Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourg- 
eth every son whom he receiveth. Furthermore, we 
had fathers of our flesh to chasten us, and we gave 
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them reverence : shall we not much rather be in sub- 
jection unto the Father of spirits, and live? Eor 
they, verily, for a few days chastened us, as seemed 
good to them, but he for our profit, that we may be 
partakers of his holiness. All chastening seemed 
for the present to be not joyous, but grievous : yet 
afterward it yieldeth peaceable fruit unto them that 
have been exercised thereby, even the fruit of right- 
eousness. — Heb. xii. 6, 9-11. 

Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, Lord, 
and teachest out of thy law ; that thou mayest give 
him rest from the days of adversity. — Ps. xciv. 
12, 13. 

My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord ; 
neither be weary of his reproof. For whom the Lord 
loveth he reproveth, even as a father the son in whom 
he delighteth. — Pro v. iii. 11, 12. 

Before I was afflicted I went astray; but now I 
observe thy word. It is good for me that I have been 
afflicted, that I might learn thy statutes. I know, 
Lord, that thy judgments are righteous, and that in 
faithfulness thou hast afflicted me. — Ps. cxix. 67, 
71, 75. 

For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory which 
shall be revealed to usward. — Rom. viii. 18. 

For our light affliction, which is for the moment, 
worketh for us more and more exceedingly an eternal 
weight of glory ; while we look not at the things which 
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are seen, but at the things which are not seen ; for the 
things which are seen are temporal, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal. — 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. 

III. FUNERAL SERVICE 

FUNERAL OF A CHILD 

Affliction cometh not forth of the dust ; neither doth 
trouble spring out of the ground, but man is born unto 
trouble as the sparks fly upward. — Job v. 6, 7. 

Behold and see if there be any sorrow like unto my 
sorrow, which is done unto me. Wherewith the Lord 
hath afflicted me. — Lam. i. 12. 

Despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty, 
for he maketh sore and bindeth up ; he woundeth and 
[his hands make whole. — Job v. 17, 18. 

For though he cause grief, yet will he have compas- 
sion according to the multitude of his mercies. For 
he doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children 
of men. — Lam. iii. 32, 33. 

In the day of trouble he shall keep me secretly in 
his pavilion. — Ps. xxvii. 5. 

A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bit- 
ter weeping, Rachel weeping for her children. She 
refused to be comforted for her children, because they 
were not. — Jer. xxxi. 15. 

And Jacob rent his garments and put sackcloth 
upon his loins, and mourned for his son many days. 
And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to 
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comfort him; but he refused to be comforted; and 
he said, For I will go down to the grave to my son 
mourning. And his father wept for him. — Gex. 
xxxvii. 34, 35. 

The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord. — Job i. 21. 

And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, 
that he went out to his father to the reapers. And 
he said unto his father, My head, my head. And he 
said to his servant. Carry him to his mother. And 
when he had taken him, and brought him to his 
mother, he sat on her knees till noon, and then died. 
And she went up and laid him on the bed of the man 
of God and shut the door upon him, and went out. 
And she called unto her husband, and said. Send me, 
I pray thee, one of the servants, and one of the asses 
that I may run to the man of God and come again. 
So she went and came unto the man of God to Mount 
Carmel. And it came to pass, when the man of God 
saw her afar off, that he said to Gehazi his servant, 
Behold yonder is the Shunammite ; run, I pray thee, 
now to meet her, and say unto her. Is it well with 
thee? is it well with thy husband? is it well with 
the child ? And she answered. It is well. — 2 Kings 
iv. 18-22, 25, 26. 

David therefore besought God for the child: and 
David fasted, and went in, and lay all night upon the 
earth. And the elders of his house arose and stood 
beside him, to raise him up from the earth, but he 
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would not, neither did he eat bread with them. And 
it came to pass on the seventh day, that the child 
died. And the servants of David feared to tell him 
that the child was dead : for they said, Behold, while 
the child was yet alive, we spake unto him, and he 
hearkened not unto our voice: how will he then vex 
himself, if we tell him that the child is dead ? But 
when David saw that his servants whispered together, 
David perceived that the child was dead, and David 
said unto his servants. Is the child dead ? And they 
said, He is dead. Then David arose from the earth, 
and washed and anointed himself, and changed his 
apparel ; and he came into the house of the Lord, 
and worshipped: then he came to his own house; 
and when he required they set bread before him, and 
he did eat. Then said his servants unto him. What 
thing is this that thou hast done? Thou didst fast 
and weep for the child, while it was alive ; but when 
the child was dead, thou didst rise and eat bread. 
And he said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted 
and wept, for I said, W^ho knoweth whether the Lord 
will not be gracious to me, that the child may live ? 
But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? Can 
I bring him back again ? I shall go to him, but he 
shall not return to me. — 2 Sam. xii. 16-23. 

And they brought unto him little children, that he 
should touch them ; and the disciples rebuked them. 
But when Jesus saw it, he was moved with indigna- 
tion, and said unto them, Suffer the little children to 
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come unto me; forbid them not; for of such is the 
kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, AVhosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, 
he shall in no wise enter therein. And he took them 
in his arms, and blessed them, laying his hands upon 
them. — Mark x. 13-16. 

See that ye despise not one of these little ones; 
for I say unto you, that in heaven their angels do 
always behold the face of my Father which is in 
heaven. Even so it is not the will of your Father 
which is in heaven that one of these little ones should 
perish. — Matt, xviii. 10, 14. 

IV. FUNERAL SERVICE 

BREVITY OF LIFE AND CERTAINTY OF DEATH 

Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and 
full of trouble. He cometh forth like a flower, and 
is cut down; he fleeth also as a shadow, and con- 
tinueth not. Seeing his days are determined, the 
number of his months is with thee, and thou hast 
appointed his bounds that he cannot pass. For there 
is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout 
again. But man dieth and wasteth away. Yea, man 
giveth up the ghost and where is he? — Job xiv. 
1, 2, 5, 7, 10. 

Lord, make me to know mine end, and the measure 
of my days, what it is. Let me know how frail I am. 
Behold thou hast made my days as hand breadths. 
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and mine age is as nothing before thee. Surely 
every man at his best estate is vanity. — Ps. xxxix. 
4,5. 

For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yester- 
day when it is past, and as a watch in the night. 
Thou carriest them away as with a flood ; they are as 
a sleep. In the morning they are like grass which 
groweth up. In the morning it flourisheth, and growetli 
up. In the evening it is cut down, and withereth. 
For all our days are passed away in thy wrath. We 
bring our years to an end as a tale that is told. The 
days of our years are threescore years and ten, or 
even by reason of strength fourscore years; yet is 
their pride but labor and sorrow; for it is soon gone 
and we fly away. — Ps. xc. 5, 6, 9, 10. 

Go to now, ye that say : To-day or to-morrow we 
will go into this city, and spend a year there, and 
trade, and get gain ; whereas, ye know not what shall 
be on the morrow. What is your life ? For ye are 
a vapor, that appeareth for a little time and then 
vanisheth away. — James iv. 13, 14. 

There is no man that hath power over the spirit to 
retain the spirit, neither hath he power over the day 
of death, and there is no discharge in that war. — 
EccL. viii. 8. 

And I saw the dead, the great and the small, stand- 
ing before the throne; and books were opened: and 
another book was opened, which is the book of life: 
and the dead were judged out of the things which 
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were written in the books, according to their works. 
— Rev. XX. 12,13. 

Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowl- 
edge, nor wisdom in the grave whither thou goest. — 
EccL. ix. 10. 

They that trust in their wealth, and boast them- 
selves in the multitude of their riches ; none of them 
can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to 
God a ransom for him, that he should still live alway, 
that he should not see corruption. — Ps. xlix. 6, 7, 9. 

Seeing his days are determined, the number of his 
months is with thee, and thou hast appointed his 
* bounds that he cannot pass. — Job xiv. 5. 

Let your loins be girded about, and your lamps 
burning ; and be ye yourselves like unto men looking 
for their lord when he shall return from the marriage 
feast. Blessed are those servants, whom the Lord 
when he cometh shall find watching. — Luke xii. 
35, 37. 

It is appointed unto men once to die. — Heb. 
ix. 27. 

Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was, 
and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it. — 
EccL. xii. 7. 

that they were wise, that they understood this, 
that they would consider their latter end. — Deut. 
xxxii. 29. 
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V. FUNERAL SERVICER 

HEAVENLY FELICITY 

We would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them that fall asleep ; that ye sorrow not 
even as the rest without hope. For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so them also that 
are fallen asleep in Jesus will God bring with him. — 
1 Thess. iv. 13, 14. 

For we know that if the earthly house of our taber- 
nacle be dissolved, we have a building from God, a 
house not made with hand^, eternal in the heavens. 
For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being 
burdened, not for that we would be unclothed, but 
clothed upon, that what is mortal may b6 swallowed 
up of life. Now he that wrought us for this very 
thing is God, who gave unto us the earnest of the 
spirit. Being therefore al^^ays of good courage, and 
knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we 
are absent from the Lord (for we walk by faith, not 
by sight) ; we are of good courage, I say, and are 
willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be 
at home with the Lord. Wherefore also we make it 
our aim whether at home or absent to be well-pleasing 
unto him. — 2 Cor. v. 1, 4-9. 

For to me to live is Christ and to die is gain. — 
Phil. i. 21. 

I would not live alway. — Job vii. 16. 
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Having the desire to depart and to be with Christ ; 

for it is very far better. — Phil. i. 23. 

\ Who shall separate us from the Jove of Christ? 

(Shall tribulation, or anguish, or persecution, or famine, 

or nakedness, or peril, or sword ? Nay, in all these 

things we are more than conquerors through him that 

I* loved us. For I am pursuaded, that neither death, 

nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 

nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 

separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. — Eom. viii. 35, 37-39. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who according to his great mercy begat us 
again unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, unto an inheritance incorrupt- 
ible and undefiled and that fadeth not away, reserved 
in heaven for you. — 1 Peter i. 3, 4. 

Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection and the 
life ; he that believeth on me, though he die, yet shall 
he live. — John xi. 25. 

Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: 
for the latter end of that man is peace. — Ps. xxxvii. 
37. 

Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
last end be like his. — Num. xxiii. 10. 

And I heard a voice from heaven saying. Write, 
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 
henceforth ; yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
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from their labors, for their works follow with them. 
— Kev. xiv. 13. 

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and 
come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy- 
shall be upon their heads. They shall obtain glad- 
ness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

ISA. XXXV. 10. 

There the wicked cease from troubling, and there 
the weary be at rest. — Job iii. 17. 

They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more; neither shall the sun strike upon them, nor 
any heat, for the Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall be their shepherd and shall guide them 
unto fountains of waters of life ; and God shall wipe 
away every tear from their eyes. — Rev. vii. 16, 17. 

And they shall see his face ; and his name shall be 
on their foreheads. And there shall be night no 
more : and they need no light of lamp, neither light 
of sun; for the Lord God shall give them light: and 
they shall reign forever and ever. — Rev. xxii. 4, 5. 

God himself shall be with them and be their God : 
and he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes ; 
and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain, any more. — Rev. xxi. 
3,4 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith to the churches. To him that overcometh, to 
him will I give of the hidden manna, and I will give 
him a white stone, and upon the stone a new name 
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written, which no man knoweth but he that receiveth 
it. — Kev. ii. 17. 

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not 
vain in the Lord. — 1 Cor. xv. 58. 

BURIAL SERVICE 
The ministery going before the corpse, shall say : — 

I am the resurrection, and the life : he that belie veth 
on me, though he die, yet shall he live ; and whosoever 
liveth and believeth on me shall never die. — John xi. 
25, 26. 

But I know that my Kedeemer liveth, and that he 
shall stand up at the last upon the earth. And after 
my skin hath been thus destroyed, yet from my flesh 
shall I see God, whom I shall see for myself, and not 
another. — Job xix. 25-27. 

We brought nothing into the world, neither can we 
carry anything out. — 1 Tim. vi. 7. 

The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away, 
blessed be the name of the Lord. — Job i. 21. 

At the grave, when the corpse is laid in the earth, the 
minister shall say : — 

Man that is born of a woman hath but a short time 
to live, and is full of misery. He cometh up, and is 
cut down like a flower : he fleeth as it were a shadow, 
and never continueth in one stay. 
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In the midst of life we are in death ; to whom may 
we flee for succor, but to thee, Lord, who so loved 
the world that thou gavest thine only begotten Son, 
that whosoever belie veth on him should not perish 
but have everlasting life. 

Thou knowest. Lord, the secrets of our hearts ; shut 

not thy merciful ears to our prayers, but spare us, 

Lord most holy, God most mighty, holy and 

merciful Saviour, thou most worthy judge eternal, 

suffer us not at our last hour for any pains of death 

to fall from thee. 

Then while the earth shall be cast upon the body, the 
minister shall say : — 

Forasmuch as it hath pleased Almighty God, in his 
wise providence, to take out of the world the soul of 
the departed, we therefore commit his body to the 
ground ; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust ; 
looking for the general Resurrection in the last day, 
and the life of the world to come, through our Lord. 
Jesus Christ; at whose second coming in glorious 
majesty to judge the world, the earth and the sea 
shall give up their dead; and the corruptible bodies 
of those who sleep in him shall be changed, and 
made like unto his own glorious body; according to 
the mighty working whereby he is able to subdue all . 
things unto himself. 

Then shall be said : — 

I heard a voice from heaven saying, Write, Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth ; 
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yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labors. 

Then shall the minister say :— 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord have mercy upon us. 

THE COLLECT 

merciful God, the father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is the resurrection and the life ; in whom 
whosoever believeth shall live, though he die, and 
whosoever liveth and believeth in him shall not die 
eternally ; we meekly beseech thee, Father, to raise 
us from the death of sin unto the life of righteous- 
ness ; that when we shall depart this life, we may rest 
in him; and at the general resurrection on the last 
day may be found acceptable in thy sight and receive 
the blessing which thy well-beloved son shall then pro- 
nounce to all that love and fear thee, saying : Come ye 
blessed children of my Father, receive the kingdom 
prepared for you from the beginning of the world. 

Grant this, we beseech thee, O merciful Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Mediator and Kedeemer. 
Amen. 

The minister may conclude with the Lord's Prayer. 
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TEMPERANCE 

Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler; and 
whosoever erretli thereby is not wise. — Prov. xx. 1. 

Be not among winebibbers ; among gluttonous eat- 
ers of flesh; for the drunkard and the glutton shall 
come to poverty. Who hath woe ? who hath sorrow ? 
who hath contentions ? who hath complaining ? who 
hath wounds without cause ? who hath redness of eyes ? 
They that tarry long at the wine. They that go to seek 
out mixed wine. Look not thou upon the wine when it 
is red, when it giveth its color in the cup, when it go- 
eth down smoothly. At the last it biteth like a serpent 
and stingeth like an adder. Thine eyes shall behold 
strange things, and thine heart shall utter froward 
things. Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in 
the midst of the sea. Or as he that lieth upon the 
top of a mast. They have stricken me, shalt thou 
say, and I was not hurt ; they have beaten me, and I 
felt it not. A\Tien shall I awake ? I will seek it yet 
again. — Prov. xxiii. 29-35. 

28 
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Woe to them that rise up early in the morning, that 
they may follow strong drink; that tarry late into 
the night till wine inflame them. Woe unto them 
that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to 
mingle strong drink; which justify the wicked for 
a reward, and take away the righteousness of the 
righteous from him. — Isa. v. 11, 22, 23. 

Woe unto him that buildeth a town with blood and 
stablisheth a city by iniquity! Woe unto him that 
giveth his neighbor drink, that addest thy venom 
thereto, and makest him drunken also, that thou 
mayest look upon their nakedness. — Hab. ii. 12, 15. 

But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not 
defile himself with the king's meat, nor with the 
wine which he drank : therefore he requested of the 
prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile him- 
self. Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days ; 
and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink. 
Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, 
and the countenance of the youths that eat of the king's 
meat, and as thou seest, deal with thy servants. So he 
hearkened unto them in this matter and proved them 
ten days. And at the end of ten days their counte- 
nances appeared fairer, and they were fatter in flesh, 
than all the youths which did eat of the king's meat. 
So the steward took away their meat and the wine that 
they should drink. — Dan. i. 8, 12-lG. 

Be not drunken with wine, wherein is riot, but be 
filled with the Spirit. — Epii. v. 18. 



30 FORM FOR A TEMPERANCE SERVICE 

Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are 
these, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, 
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousies, wraths, factions, 
divisions, heresies, envyings, drunkenness, re veilings, 
and such like : of the which I forewarn you, even as 
I did forewarn you, that they which practise such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. — 
Gal. v. 19-21. 

Let us walk honestly, as in the day ; not in revel- 
ling and drunkenness, not in chambering and wan- 
tonness, not in strife and jealousy. But put ye on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for 
the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. — Rom. xiii. 
13, 14. 

Ye are all sons of light, and sons of the day : We 
are not of the night, nor of darkness ; so then let us 
not sleep as do the rest, but let us watch and be sober. 
For they that sleep, sleep in the night ; and they that 
be drunken are drunken in the night. But let us, 
since we are of the day, be sober, putting on the 
breastplate of faith and love : and for a helmet, the 
hope of salvation. — 1 Thess. v. 4-8. 
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FORMS OF CHURCH LETTERS 

TRANSFER OF CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 

(Baptist Church) 

, 19 

To the Baptist Church in : — 

This certifies that is a member in good 

standing of the Baptist Church, and in compliance 

with his own request, is affectionately recommended 
and dismissed to your fellowship. 

If notified within six months of his union with 
you, we shall consider him as dismissed from us; 
otherwise this letter shall be null and void. 
In behalf of the Church, 

, Clerk. 

LETTER OF NOTIFICATION 

To the Baptist Church, . — 

This certifies that , recommended and dis- 
missed by you by a letter dated , 19 , was on 

31 
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received as a member of the Baptist Church 

in . 

Attest : , Clerk. 

LETTER OF OCCASIONAL COMMUNION 

(Baptist) 

This may certify that the bearer, ^ is a 

member of the Baptist Church in , in good 

and regular standing, and as such is affectionately com- 
mended to the sympathy, watchcare, and communion 
of any sister Church where Providence may lead. 

This letter continues valid only one year. 

, 19 . , Pastor. 

(Congregational Church) 

The Congregational Church of 

to the Church of _ , greeting: 

This certifies that is a member in good and 

regular standing of this Church, is at his own request 
hereby dismissed and affectionately recommended to 
your fellowship and care, and, when received by you, 
his membership with this Church will cease. 
By vote of the Church. 

, Clerk. 

Kote 1. — This letter is good, as a recommendation, 
for one year only from its date. 

2. The clerk of the. Church accepting this letter is 
requested to fill out the accompanying blank certifi- 
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cate and return it to the above address as soon as 
possible. 

CERTIFICATE OF RECEPTION 

To the Congregational Church of : — 

This certifies that , recommended to our 

Christian fellowship by you, was, on the day of 

, 19 , received into the membership of the 

Church of . 



Attest : , Clerk. 

,19 . 



(Methodist Episcopal Church) 

This certifies that A B , the bearer, is an 

acceptable member of the Methodist Episcopal 

Church in , and is affectionately commended to 

the fellowship of the Methodist Episcopal Church 

in , or to any other Church to which he may pre- 
sent this certificate. 

When admitted to another Church, his relation to 
this Church will cease. 

, 19 . , Pastor. 

Note. — This is not a letter of dismissal, and does 
not terminate the connection of the member with the 
Church which gives it. 

This certificate is good for one year only, unless 
renewed. 



84 FORM FOR CHURCH LETTERS 

NOTICE OF EXROLMENT 

_: ,19 . 

Kev. . 

Dear Brother : — 

You are hereby notified that has been duly- 
enrolled as a member of Church in upon a 

certificate issued from the Church of which you are 
pastor and signed by . 

, 19 . , Pastor. 



A LICENSE TO PREACH 

(Baptist) 

This may certify that the bearer, , is a 

member of the Baptist Church in , without re- 
proach; and that he has the full and cordial appro- 
bation of his brethren, by a vote passed , 19 , to 

exercise his gifts in preaching the gospel of Christ. 

Attest : , Pastor. 

,19 . , Clerk. 

APPLICATION FOR A LICENSE TO PREACH 

(Congregational) 

This may certify that Mr. , having pre- 
sented himself to the for inquiry as to 

his qualifications for the Gospel Ministry, and having 
been this day carefully examined by us with regard 
to the same, and having satisfied us of his good and 
regular standing in the Christian Church, of his repu- 
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table and faithful character, his sufficient literary and 
theological attainments, the purity of his motives in 
entering the ministry, and the reasonable probability, 
with God's blessing, of his success therein, is hereby 
approved by us, and commended to the Congregational 
Churches as a candidate for the sacred office. 

In testimony whereof we have directed this certifi- 
cate of approbation to be signed by our Moderator 
and Scribe, with the understanding that, unless re- 
voked for cause, it shall be valid for one year from 
the date thereof. 

, Moderator. 

,19 . , Clerk. 



LOCAL preacher's license 
(Methodist Episcopal) 

To all whom it may Coxcerx : — 

This certifies that , having been examined 

by us concerning his gifts, grace, and usefulness, we 
judge that he is a suitable person to be licensed as 
a local preacher in the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and we accordingly authorize him to preach the Gos- 
pel, subject to the requirements of the Discipline of 
said Church. 

Signed by order of the Quarterly Conference of 

in the District, Conference, this day 

of ,19 . 

, 19 . , Presiding Elder. 
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exhorter's license 
(Methodist Episcopal) 

To WHOM IT MAY COXCERX : 

This certifies that , having been examined 

by us concerning his gifts, grace, and usefulness, we 
judge that he is a suitable person to be licensed as 
an Exhorter in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
we accordingly authorize him to officiate as subject 
to the requirements of the Discipline of said Church. 

Signed by order of the Quarterly Conference of 

in the District, Conference, this 

day of , 19 . 

, Presiding Elder. 

RECOMMENDATION TO AN ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

(Methodist Episcopal Form) 
To the Bishop and members of Conference, 

to be held at , 19 . 

Dear Fathers and Brethren : — 

We, the members of the Quarterly Conference of 
, being acquainted with the gifts, grace, and use- 
fulness of our brother, , do hereby recommend 

him as a suitable person to be admitted on trial in the 
travelling connection, he having been examined by us 
on the subject of doctrines and Discipline. 

Done at a Quarterly Conference, held at , 19 , 

and signed by order and in behalf of said Conference. 
, Presiding Elder. 

,19 . , Secretary. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR DEACON's OR ELDEr's ORDERS 

(Methodist Episcopal Form) 

To the Bishop and members of the Confer- 
ence, to be held , 19 . 

Dear Fathers and Brethren : — 

We, the members of the Quarterly Conference of 
, being acquainted with the gifts, grace, and use- 
fulness of our brother, , do hereby recommend 

him as a suitable person to be ordained Deacon or 
Elder in the Methodist Episcopal Church, he having 
been for four consecutive years a regularly licensed 
local preacher (or having held the office of Deacon for 
four consecutive years), and having been examined 
before us on the subject of doctrines and Disci- 
pline. 

Done at a Quarterly Meeting held at , 1 9 , and 

signed in behalf of said Quarterly Conference. 

, Presiding Elder. 

,19 . , Secretary. 



LETTERS MISSIVE CALLING A COUNCIL TO RECOGNIZE 
A NEW CHURCH 

(Baptist) 

To the Baptist Church of Christ in : — 

In behalf of a number of brethren and sisters belong- 
ing to different Baptist churches, who desire to be rec- 
ognized as an independent and distinct church in this 
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place, we invite you to send your pastor and two other 

delegates to sit in council with us, on the in the 

house of , to assist us hy your prayers and counsels ; 

and if it shall be judged agreeable to the y\rill of God, 
to recognize us as a regular Baptist Church in fellow- 
ship with you. The number of brethi-en who unite in 

this request is ^ and of sisters , all of us with 

the knowledge and approval of the churches to which 
we belong, who have granted us letter of dismission for 
this purpose. The churches invited are the following, 
viz. ; — 

] Committee 

of 



j Arrangements. 



_, A.D. 19 



(Congregational) 

To the Congregational Church of Christ in __.. _, 

Dear Brethren : — 

The Great Head of the Church having inclined a 
number of believers here to think it their duty to 
become associated as a Congregational Church, they 
request you to meet, by your Pastor and a delegate, in 

Ecclesiastical Council at in this place, on the 

of next, at o'clock m., to consider 

the expediency of the course proposed by them, and 
advise in reference thereto; and, should the forma- 
tion of such a Church be deemed expedient, to assist 
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in the public services appropriate to its (formation 
and) recognition as a Congregational Church. 
Wishing you grace, mercy, and peace, 
We subscribe ourselves, 

Your brethren in Christ. 

j Committee of those 

!- proposing to 

J become a Church. 

, A.D. 19 . 



Letters Missive in the Baptist and Congregational 
Churches, for the Ordination of a Minister, the Dismis- 
sion of a Minister, and the Trial of a Minister, are similar 
in form to those calling a Council to recognize a new 
Church. The forms only vary with the subject and the 
occasion. 

MINUTES OF A COUNCIL 

An Ecclesiastical Council was convened at , on 

, by letters missive from the Church in . 

The Council was organized by the choice of 



-, as Moderator, and , as Clerk. Prayer 

was offered by . The vote of the Church in- 
viting the Council was then read as follows (copy the 
vote) : 

The credentials of delegates were called for, from 
which it appeared that the following brethren were 
entitled to vote in the Council, viz. : — 

CHURCHES. PASTORS AND DELEGATES. 
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The Council then heard a statement of the business, 
etc. 

, Moderator. 

, Clerk. 

, A.D. 19 . 

CALL FOR A MUTUAL COUNCIL 

The Church in , to the 

Church in 

Dear Brethren : — 

Difficulties having arisen between the pastor and 
sundry members of this Church, in the adjustment of 
which we feel our need of your counsel, this is to 
invite your attendance, by pastor and delegate, at a 

mutual Council, to be held at , on day of 

, at o'clock, to advise us respecting the fol- 
lowing matters, viz. (here let every material point in 
the case be mentioned) ; and such other incidental 
matters as may grow out of these main points of dif- 
ficulty between us. 

Wishing you grace, mercy, and peace. 
We subscribe ourselves yours. 

, Pastor. 

, Com. of the Church. 

, A.D. 19 . 



CALL FOR AX EX PARTE COUNCIL 

(The form may be used as for a mutual council, with 
this exception : it must be distinctly stated, that a 
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mutual council has been proposed by the inviting 
party, and been rejected by the other party. The 
letter will be signed, of course, only by the sending 
party — the pastor or the aggrieved brother or brethren, 
as the case may be. The names of the invited churches 
should always be given, that every Church may know 
with whom it is expected to associate in council.) 
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INFANT BAPTISM 

CONGREGATIONAL 

After suitable music, when possible, let the minister 
read one or more of the following Bible passages : — 

And he lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and 
the children; and said, Who are these with thee ? And 
he said. The children which God hath graciously given 
thy servant. — Gen. xxxiii. 5. 

And I will establish my covenant between me and 
thee and thy seed after thee throughout their genera- 
tions, for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto 
thee, and to thy seed after thee. — Gen. xvii. 7. 

And these words, which I command thee this day, 
shall be upon thine heart, and thou shalt teach them 
diligently unto thy children, and shall talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and 
when thou risest up. — Deut. vi. G, 7. 

The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: 
42 



INFANT BAPTISM 43 

but the things that are revealed belong unto us and to 
our children forever, that we may do all the words of 
this law. — Deut. xxix. 29. 

Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him. — Ps. ciii. 13. 

But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to 
everlasting upon them that fear him, and his right- 
eousness unto children's children ; to such as keep his 
covenant, and to those that remember his precepts to 
do them. — Ps. ciii. 17, 18. 

Train up a child in the way he should go, and even 
when he is old he will not depart from it. — Prov. 
xxii. 6. 

I will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my bless- 
ing upon thy offspring. — Is a. xliv. 3. 

And he called to him a little child, and set him in 
the midst of them, and said, Verily I say unto you. 
Except ye turn, and become as little children, ye shall 
in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven. Who- 
soever therefore shall humble himself as this little 
child, the same is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. — Matt, xviii. 3-5. 

See that ye despise not one of these little ones ; for 
I say unto you, that in heaven their angels do always 
behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 
Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in 
heaven, that one of these little ones should perish. — 
Matt, xviii. 10, 14. 

But Jesus said, Suffer the little children, and for- 
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bid them not to come unto me: for of sueli is the 
kingdom of heaven. — Matt. xix. 14. 

Address to Parents — 

Dearly Beloved, — you bring your dear children 
to God, in the faith of that ancient and everlasting 
covenant, in which he promises to be the God of his 
people and of their seed after them ; and in the belief 
that, because ye are Christ's, therefore ye are Abra- 
ham's seed and heirs according to the promise. These 
children belong to the family of God, and you now 
recognize their birthright. You promise to bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, with 
the desire and expectation that, by his covenant keep- 
ing mercy, they will grow up in his fear, and will early 
sanction this their consecration of them by voluntarily 
consecrating themselves to Christ and by fully identi- 
fying themselves with his visible Church. And with 
this object chief above all others in your prayers and 
efforts for your children, you will seek, both by exam- 
ple and precept, to fit them for the service of God on 
earth and for the Father's home in heaven. Is this 
your purport and intent ? 

Baptism will then be administered. In administering 
baptism it is better to use only the first or so-called Chris- 
tian name, as this only has significance. It is optional 
with the minister whether he holds the child when apply- 
ing the water and uttering the Baptismal Formula, I 
baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
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The minister then offers a short extemporaneous prayer, 
after which the parents retire with their children. 

INFANT BAPTISM 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL 

The minister will say : — 

Dearly Beloved, — forasmuch as all men are con- 
ceived and born in sin, and that our Saviour Christ saith, 
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God ; I beseech you 
to call upon God the Father, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that having of his bounteous mercy redeemed 
this child by the blood of his Son, he will grant that 
he, being baptized with water, may also be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost, be received into Christ's holy 
Church, and become a lively* member of the same. 

Then shall the minister say : — 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who of thy great 
mercy hast condescended to enter into covenant rela- 
tions with man, wherein thou hast included children 
as partakers of its gracious benefits, declaring that of 
such is thy kingdom ; and in thy ancient Church didst 
appoint divers baptisms, figuring thereby the renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost ; and by thy well-beloved Son 
Jesus Christ gavest commandment to thy holy Apos- 
tles to go into all the world and discipline all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
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Son, and of the Holy Ghost : we beseech thee, that of 
thine infinite mercy thou wilt look upon this child, wash 
him and sanctify him, that he, being saved by thy 
grace, may be received into Christ's holy Church, and 
being steadfast in faith, joyful through hope, and rooted 
in love, may so overcome the evils of this present 
world that finally he may attain to everlasting life, and 
reign with thee, world without end, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O merciful God, grant that all carnal affections may 
die in him, and that all things belonging to the Spirit 
may live and grow in him. Amen. 

Grant that he may have power and strength to have 
victory, and to triumph against the devil, the world, 
and the flesh. Amen. 

Grant that whosoever is dedicated to thee by our 
Office and Ministry may also be endued with heavenly 
virtues and everlastingly rewarded through thy mercy, 
blessed Lord God, who dost live and govern all 
things, world without end. Amen. 

Almighty, everlasting God, whose most dearly be- 
loved Son Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of our sins, 
did shed out of his most precious side both water and 
blood, regard, we beseech thee, our supplications. 
Sanctify this water for this Holy Sacrament; and 
grant that this child, now to be baptized, may receive 
the fulness of thy grace and ever remain in the num- 
ber of thy faithful and elect children, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Then shall the minister address the parents or guar- 
dians as follows : — 

Dearly Beloved, — forasmuch as this child is now 
presented by you for Christian Baptism, you must re- 
member that it is your part and duty to see that he be 
taught, as. soon as he shall be able to learn, the nature 
and end of this Holy Sacrament. And that he may 
know these things the better, you shall call upon him 
to give reverent attendance upon the appointed means 
of grace, such as the ministry of the Word, and the 
public and private worship of God ; and further, you 
shall provide that he shall read the Holy Scriptures, 
and learn the Lord's Prayer, the Ten Commandments, 
the Apostles' Creed, the Catechism, and all other things 
which a Christian ought to believe to his soul's health, 
in order that he may be brought up to lead a vii-tuous 
and holy life, remembering always that baptism doth 
represent unto us that inward purity which disposeth 
us to follow the example of our Saviour Christ ; that 
as he died and rose again for us, so should we, who are 
baptized, die unto sin and rise again unto righteous- 
ness, continually mortifying all corrupt affections, and 
daily proceeding in all virtue and godliness. 

Do you therefore solemnly engage to fulfil these 
duties, as far as in you lies, the Lord being your 
helper ? 

Ans. We do. 

Then shall the people stand up and the minister shall 

say: —> 
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Hear the words of the Gospel written by St. Mark. 

They brought young children to Christ, that he 
should touch them : and his disciples rebuked those 
that brought them. But when Jesus saw it, he was 
much displeased, and said unto them. Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of 
such is the kingdom of God. 

Verily I say unto you. Whosoever shall not receive 
the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not 
enter therein. And he took them up in. his arms, 
put his hands upon them, and blessed them. — Mark 
X. 13-16. 

Then the minister shall take the child into his hands, 
and say to the parents of the child : — 

Name this child. 

And then, naming It after them, he shall sprinkle or 
pour water upon it, or, if desired, immerse it in water, 
saying : — 

N , I baptize thee in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Then shall the minister offer the following prayer, the 
people kneeling : — 

God of infinite mercy, the Father of all the 
faithful seed, be pleased to grant unto this child an 
understanding mind and a sanctified heart. May thy 
providence lead him through the dangers, temptations, 
and ignorance of his youth, that he may never run 
into folly, nor into the evils of an unbridled appetite. 
We pray thee so to order the course of his life, that 
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by good education, by holy examples, and by thy 
restraining and renewing grace, he may be led to 
serve thee faithfully all his days ; so that, when he has 
glorified thee in his generation, and has served the 
Church on earth, he may be received into thine eternal 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty and ever merciful Father, let thy loving 
mercy and compassion descend upon these, thy servant 
and handmaid, the parents (or guardians) of this child. 
Grant unto them, we beseech thee, thy Holy Spirit, 
that they may, like Abraham, command their house- 
hold to keep the way of the Lord. Direct their 
actions, and sanctify their hearts, words, and pur- 
poses, that their whole family may be united to our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the bonds of faith, obedience, 
and charity ; and that they all, being in this life thy 
holy children by adoption and grace, may be admitted 
into the Church of the first-born in heaven, through 
the merits of thy dear Son, our Saviour and Redeemer. 
Amen. 

Then may the minister offer extemporary prayer, 
which may be followed by the Lord's Prayer. 
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INFANT BAPTISM 

UXIVERSALIST 

When the child has been brought forward to the altar, 
the minister may read as follows, from the Gospel of St. 
Marli : — 

They brought young children to Christ, that he 
should touch them ; and his disciples rebuked those 
that brought them. But when Jesus saw it, he was 
much displeased, and said unto them. Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not : for 
of such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto 
you. Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God 
as a little child, he shall not enter therein. And he 
took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, 
and blessed them. 

He may then use the following, or some other suitable 
exhortation : — 

My brethren, in our treatment and regard of 
children, we ought to partake of the spirit of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We should by no means despise 
or neglect them ; but by gentleness and watchful care 
do all that we can to bring them into the fold of the 
Good Shepherd. That God may bless our efforts in 
so doing, let us now pray. 

Then may be offered the following prayer : — 
Almighty and most merciful God, we give thanks 
unto thee that by thy goodness we have been brought 
to the knowledge of Jesus Christ, and to faith in him. 
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We bless thee for the kind and encouraging words 
which he spoke, and for his tender compassion 
towards those whom he came to save ; that he did not 
suffer little children to be driven away from his pres- 
ence, but took them in his arms and blessed them. 
And now that we have brought to thy altar this little 
one, we pray that thou wilt guide and direct us, while 
we consecrate him to thee and to thy service. Wilt 
thou grant that this Baptism of Water may be the 
type and the earnest of the purifying influences of 
thy Holy Spirit, by which alone the soul can be regen- 
erated and saved. This we do hiunbly ask, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The minister may then say to the parents or guardians 
of the child: — 

By the act of bringing this child here at this time, 
you express in the most solemn manner your desire 
and resolve to instruct him in the gospel of Christ, 
and in every way to do what lieth in you to enable 
him to resist sinful inclinations, and to keep God's 
holy will and commandments. 

Then the minister shall talce the child in his arms, 
and shall say to the parents or guardians : — 

Name this child. 

Naming the child, he shall apply the water, saying : — 

I baptize thee, in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Then shall follow this benediction : — 
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The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ bless 
and shelter thee; and through his Son, and by his 
Holy Spirit, aid thee in infirmities, comfort thee 
in sorrow, guide thee into all truth, and at length 
receive thee into his heavenly presence. Amen. 

In choirs, or places where they sing, here shall follow 
(unannounced) an appropriate hymn. After which the 
benediction. 

BAPTISM 

BAPTIST 

Before the service commences, the minister and the 
candidates for baptism should be properly attired. 
The minister after a suitable hymn has been sung will 
read appropriate Scripture passages as follows : — 

And Jesus came to them and spake unto them, 
saying, All authority hath been given unto me in 
heaven and on earth. Gro ye, therefore, and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost; teaching them to observe all things whatso- 
ever I commanded you : and lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world. — Matt, xxviii. 18-20. 

And Peter said unto them, Eepent ye, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ imto the remission of your sins; and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For to you is the 
promise and to your children, and to all that are afar 
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call 
unto.him. They then that received his word were bap- 
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tized ; and there were added unto them in that day 
about three thousand souls. And they continued 
steadfastly in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, 
in the breaking of bread and the prayers. — Acts ii. 
38, 39, 41, 42. 

And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, 
saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way 
that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza; the 
same is desert And he arose and went ; and behold, 
a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was over all 
her treasure, who had come to Jerusalem for to 
worship; and he was returning and sitting in his 
chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah. And 
the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near and join thyself 
to this chariot ; and Philip ran to him and heard him 
reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, Understandest 
thou what thou readest ? And he said. How can I, 
except some one shall guide me ? And he besought 
Philip to come up and sit with him. 

Now the place of the Scripture which he was 
reading was this. 

He was led as a sheep to the slaughter ; 

And as a lamb before his shearer is dumb. 

So he openeth not his mouth ; 

In his humiliation his judgment was taken away ; 

His generation who shall declare ? 

For his life is taken from the earth. 

And the eunuch answei*ed Philip, and said, I pray 
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thee, of whom speaketh the i^rophet this ? of him- 
self, or of some other? And Philip opened his 
mouth, and beginning from this Scripture, preached 
unto him Jesus. And as they went on the way, 
they came unto a certain water; and the eunuch saith. 
Behold, here is water, what doth hinder me to be 
baptized. And Philip said. If thou believest with 
all thy heart thou may est. And he answered and 
said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the son of God. 
And he conmianded the chariot to stand still; and 
they both went down into the water, both Philip and 
the eunuch ; and he baptized him. And when they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught 
away Philip ; and the eunuch saw him no more, for 
he went on his way rejoicing. — Acts viii. 26-39. 

And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of 
purple, of the city of Thyatira, one that worshipped 
God, heard us, whose heart the Lord opened, to give 
heed unto the things which were spoken by Paul. 
And when she was baptized and her household, she 
besought us, saying. If ye have judged me to be faith- 
ful to the Lord, come into my house and abide there. 
— Acts xvi. 14, 15. 

After the reading of the Scriptures with such comments 
as the minister deems proper, if any, he will enter the 
baptismal fount, stream, or lake, the people singing 
heartily a hymn until he is ready to administer the 
Sacrament. (It will be well for him to have within easy 
grasp, partially concealed in the breast of his baptismal 
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robe, ai^hite handkerchief; to wipe the foce of the candi- 
date after baptism.) Two deacons or their committee 
will conduct the candidate to the edge of the water, 
placing his hand in that of the minister. The singing 
should continue while the candidate is taking his posi- 
tion In the water, and commence again the instant the 
minister pronounces the baptismal formula, while the 
candidate is being immersed. This drowns the sound 
of the swash of the water if in a baptismal fount, and It 
lessens any awkwardness in the act of immersion. The 
most graceful position for the minister to take Is by 
the side of the candidate, his right foot about tw^o feet 
behind the candidate, his right hand firmly grasping the 
back of the collar of the candidate's baptismal robe, his 
left hand clasping the hands of the candidate crossed 
together upon his breast. The deacons will receive the 
candidate from the hand of the pastor when baptized, 
as they hand to him the second candidate. If present. 
When the last candidate for baptism has retired with 
the committee, the minister should quietly dismiss the 
congregation with the apostolic benediction. 

The Congregationalist form of adult Baptism will 
be found under Congregationalist " Reception of 
Members." 

ADULT BAPTISM 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL 

After a hymn the minister will say : — 

Dearly Beloved, — Forasmuch as all men are con- 
ceived and born in sin ; and that which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and they that are in the flesh cannot 
please God, but live in sin, committing many actual 



56 FORM FOR BAPTISMAL SERVICES 

transgressions ; and our Saviour Christ saith, Except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God ; I beseech you to call upon 
God the Father, through our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
of his bounteous goodness he will grant to these persons 
that which by nature they cannot have ; that they, be- 
ing baptized with water, may also be baptized with 
the Holy Ghost, and, being received into Christ's 
Holy Church, may continue lively members of the 
same. 

Then shall the minister say : -^ 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and immortal God, the aid of all that 
need, the helper of all that flee to thee for succor, the 
life of them that believe, and the resurrection of the 
dead ; we call upon thee for these persons, that they, 
coming to thy Holy Baptism, may be filled with thy 
Holy Spirit. Eeceive them, O Lord, as thou hast 
promised by thy well-beloved Son, saying. Ask, and 
ye shall receive ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock and 
it shall be opened unto you ; so give now unto us that 
ask ; let us that seek, find ; open the gate unto us that 
knock; that these persons may enjoy the everlasting 
benediction of thy heavenly washing, and may come 
to the eternal kingdom which thou hast promised by 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Then shall the people stand up, and the minister shall 
say: — 
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Hear the words of the Gospel, written by St. John. 

There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nico- 
demus, a ruler of the Jews ; the same came to Jesus 
by night, and said unto him, Eabbi, we know that thou 
art a teacher come from God ; for no man can do these 
miracles that thou doest except God be with him. 
Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith unto him, 
How can a man be born when he is old? Jesus 
answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye 
must be born again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, 
and thou hearest the^sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth ; so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit. 

The minister shall speak to the persons to be baptized 
on this wise : — 

Well Beloved, who have come hither desiring to 
receive Holy Baptism, you have heard how the con- 
gregation hath prayed that our Lord Jesus Christ 
would vouchsafe to receive you, to bless you, and to 
give you the kingdom of heaven, and everlasting life. 
And our Lord Jesus Christ hath promised in his holy 
Word to grant all those things that we have prayed 
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for ; which promise he for his part will most surely 
keep and perform. 

Wherefore after this promise made by Christ, you 
must also faithfully, for your part, promise in the 
presence of this whole congregation, that you will 
renounce the devil and all his works, and constantly 
believe God's holy Word, and obediently keep his 
commandments. 

Then shall the minister demand of each of the persons 
to be baptized : — 

Quest. Dost thou renounce the devil and all his 
works, the vain pomp and glory of the world, with all 
covetous desires of the flesh, so that thou wilt not fol- 
low nor be led by them ? 

Ans. I renounce them all. 

Quest. Dost thou believe in God, the Father Almighty, , 
Maker of heaven and earth : and in Jesus Christ, his 
only begotten Son, our Lord; and that he was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary ; 
that he suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead and buried; that he rose again the third day; 
that he ascfended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God, the Father Almighty ; and from thence 
shall come again at the end of the world, to judge the 
quick and the dead ? 

And' dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost; the 
holy catholic ^ Church ; the communion of saints ; the 

1 The one universal Church of Christ. 
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forgiveness of sins ; the resurrection of the body ; and 
everlasting life after death ? 

Ans. All this I steadfastly believe. 

Quest. Wilt thou be baptized in this faith ? 

Ans. Such is my desire. 

Quest. Wilt thou then obediently keep God's holy 
will and commandments, and walk in the same all the 
days of thy life. 

Ans. I will endeavor so to do, God being my helper. 

Then shall the minister say : — 

merciful God, grant that all carnal affections may 
die in these persons, and that all things belonging to 
the Spirit may live and grow in them. Amen. 

Grant that they may have power and strength to 
have victory, and triumph against the devil, the world, 
and the flesh. Amen. 

Grant that they being here dedicated to thee by our 
Office and Ministry, may also be endued with heavenly 
virtues, and everlastingly rewarded, through thy mercy, 
blessed Lord God, who dost live and govern all 
things, world without end. Amen. 

Almighty, everlasting God, whose most dearly beloved 
Son Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of our sins, did 
shed out of his most precious side both water and 
blood; and gave commandment to his disciples that 
they should go teach all nations, and baptize them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost; regard, we beseech thee, our sup- 
plications, and grant that the persons now to be baj)- 
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tized may receive the fulness of thy grace, and ever 
remain in the number of thy faithful and elect chil- 
dren, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Then shall the minister ask the name of each person 
to be baptized, and shall sprinkle or pour water upon 
him, or if he shall desire it, shall immerse ^ him in water, 
saying : — 

N , I baptize thee in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Then shall be said the Lord's Prayer, the people kneel- 
ing;, after which, if he w^ishes, the minister will offer a 
short extemporary prayer. 

ADULT BAPTISM 

UNIVERSALIST 

When those who wish to be baptized have come for- 
ward to the altar, the minister shall read as follows, all 
those who are present standing up : — 

And Jesus came and spake to his disciples, and 
said, All power is given unto me in heaven and earth. 
Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost; teaching them to do whatsoever I have com- 
manded you; and lo, I am with you, even unto the 
end of the world. 

Then shall be said this exhortation : — 

1 Those who are to he haptized hy immersion will he suitahly 
attired hefore the haptismal service hegins, and the ceremony will 
he performed as in the form of haptism ohserved hy the Baptists, 
the haptismal committee acting the part of the deacons. 
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My brethren, now that we are about to obey this 
command, which is with so great authority enjoined 
upon us, let us seek a blessing from God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Then shall the minister say : — 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we give thee 
humble and hearty thanks, that thou hast vouchsafed 
to call us to the knowledge of thy grace and to faith 
in thee. Increase this knowledge and confirm this 
faith in us evermore, that we may be enabled to 
mortify all our evil and corrupt affections, and daily 
to proceed in all virtue and godliness of living, till we 
come to that eternal kingdom which thou hast prom- 
ised through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Then the minister shall speak to the persons to be bap- 
tized on this wise : — 

Well Beloved, who have come hither to receive 
holy baptism : you know what divine help has been 
promised to all who seek it; how our Lord Jesus 
Christ hath said, Ask, and ye shall receive ; seek, and 
ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 
Renouncing, therefore, the fellowship of evil, will you 
endeavor to learn of Jesus Christ, and cooperate in 
the study and practice of his religion. 

Then the persons about to be baptized shall severally 
answer : — 

It is my desire and prayer to be enabled so to do. 
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la administering tlie ordinance of Baptism, the minister 
sliall say : — 

I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

He shall also pronounce this benediction : — 

And I pronounce upon thee the blessing which God 
commanded his servant of old, saying : The Lord 
bless thee, and keep thee; the Lord make his face 
shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee ; the Lord 
lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. 
Amen. 

Minister. Our help is in the name of the Lord ; 

Answer. Who hath made heaven and earth. 

Minister. Blessed be the name of the Lord ; 

Answer. Henceforth, world without end. 

Minister. Lord, hear our prayers ; 

Answer. And let our cry come unto thee. 

After repeating the Lord's Prayer^ the minister shall 
say: — 

Lord of all power and might, who art the author 
and giver of all good things ; graft in our hearts the 
love of thy name ; increase in us true religion ; nour- 
ish us with all goodness, and of thy great mercy keep 
us in the same, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Then shall be sung a hymn of welcome unannounced. 

Benediction. 
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RECEPTION OF MEMBERS 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

The general form is like that of the Cong^regational 
Church, iirith the omission of the Sacrament of Baptism, 
that Sacrament having been previously administered. 

RECEPTION OF MEMBERS 

COXGREGATIOXAL 

The persons to be received on confession of their faith, 
coming as their names are called, before the congrega- 
tion, the minister may repeat the following or other 
Scripture passages : — 

What shall I render unto the Lord for all his bene- 
fits toward me? I will take the cup of salvation 
and call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay my 
vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all his 
people. 

Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, 
him will I also confess before my Father which is in 

63 
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heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, 
him will I also deny before my Father which is in 
heaven. 

For with the heart man believeth unto righteous- 
ness, and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation. 

The minister shall then say : — 

Dearly Beloved, called of God to be his children 
through Jesus Christ, we give hearty thanks to Him, 
who, by his Spirit, has opened your eyes to see and 
your hearts to receive Jesus as your Saviour and Lord, 
and who has inclined you to present yourselves at this 
time to make confession of him. 

With the saints of old, with the Church throughout 
the world, and with us, your fellow-believers, you join 
in humbly and heartily confessing your faith in the 
Gospel, saying : — 

The members of the Church, together with those to 
be received, here rise and repeat the Apostles' Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary ; suffered under Pon- 
tius Pilate, was crucified dead and buried ; the third 
day He rose from the dead ; He ascended into heaven ; 
and sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father Al- 
mighty ; from thence He shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost ; 
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the holy catholic Church ; the communion of saints ; 
the forgiveness of sins ; the resurrection of the body ; 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The members of the Church will again be seated. 

Thus confessing with us, and with the Church uni- 
versal, your Christian faith, in the presence of God 
and of his people, you publicly enter into his covenant 
of grace. 

Having truly repented of your sins and heartily 
forsaken them, you devote yourselves to the love, 
obedience, and service of eJesus Christ; you take his 
Word as the law of your life, and the Holy Spirit as 
your Comforter and Guide ; and trusting in his grace 
to confirm and strengthen you, you promise to follow 
him in all things, to walk with his disciples in love, 
and to live for his glory. 

Response : — I do. 

Those who have been previously baptized are addressed 
as follows : — 

Do you who are children of the covenant now accept 
for yourselves the seal of baptism into the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, to 
which faith and love brought you in childhood. 

Response : — I do. 

The God of all grace, who hath called you unto his 
eternal glory by Jesus Christ, confirm you unto the 
end, that ye may be blameless in the days of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Those who have not been previously baptized are 
thus addressed : — 

Acknowledging the divine authority of Christian 
baptism, you now receive it as a sign of the washing 
of regeneration, which you trust has been wrought in 
you by the Holy Spirit, and as a seal of God's cove- 
nanted grace. 

Baptism should here be administered as follows : — 

I baptize thee into the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The minister shall then say : — 

And now to you who are faithful to these solemn 
promises and engagements toward God, he is pleased 
to declare by his Word his promises and engagements 
toward you, assuring to you the free and full forgive- 
ness of your sins ; and pledging all sufficient aid, upon 
which you may joyfully rely in the great work which 
you have undertaken. He promises that he will be 
your God, your Father, your Kedeemer, your Sancti- 
fier, Teacher, and Guide. He covenants with you, that 
in the day of trial and temptation he will cheer and 
strengthen you; that he will cause all things to work 
together for your good; that nothing shall separate you 
from his love ; and that in death your ascended Lord 
will receive you to himseK, that where he is, there you 
may be also. 

Those to be received by letter or certificate from otlier 
churches now either come forward or rise as their names 
are called. 
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The minister shall greet these, saying : — 

Kindred in Christ, who come acknowledging the 
vows you made when first you declared your faith in 
Christ, we bid you welcome. We greet you as fellow- 
laborers in his service, and fellow-travellers to his 
promised rest. 

Addressing all those entering Into the membership of 
this Church, the minister shall say : — 

Beloved in the Lord, baptized into the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, you 
have confessed the faith of Christ before witnesses, 
and have given yourselves to God in his everlasting 
covenant of grace. And now accepting, according to 
the measure of your understanding of it, the system 
of Christian truth held by the churches of our faith 
and order, and by this Church into whose fellowship 
you now enter, you cordially unite yourselves with 
this Church of Christ, adopting as your own the cove- 
nant by which it exists; you promise to pray and 
labor for its edification and f ruitf ulness ; to help in 
sustaining its worship, its activities, and its charities ; 
and to live with us in Christian fellowship. 

Do you so promise ? 

Response : — I do. 

The members of the Church here rise, and the minis- 
ter shall say : — 

We, then, the members of this Church, do affection- 
ately welcome you into this household of faith. We 
pledge to you our syinpathy, our help, and our prayers 
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that you may evermore increase in the knowledge and 
love of God. We trust that by his gi*ace we may all 
walk worthy of the calling wherewith we are called, 
with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, 
forbearing one another in love ; giving diligence to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
God grant that, loving and being loved, serving and 
being served, blessing and being blessed, we may be 
prepared while we dwell together on earth for the 
perfect fellowship of the saints above. 

Here the minister may give to each the hand of felloiv- 
ship, with some appropriate passage of Scripture; after 
which may be pronounced the following benediction : — 

Now the God of peace, that brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make 
you perfect in every good work to do his will, work- 
ing in you that which is well pleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ ; to whom be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

RECEPTION OF MEMBERS 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL 

Probationers 
Those who are to be received into the Church as pro- 
bationers shall be called forward by name, and the min- 
ister addressing the congregation, shall say : — 

Dearly Beloved Brethren, — That none may be 
admitted hastily into the Church, we receive all per- 
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sons seeking fellowship with us on profession of faith 
into a preparatory membership on trial, in which proof 
may be made, both to themselves and to the Church, 
of the sincerity and depth of their convictions and 
of the strength of their purpose to lead a new life. 

The persons here present desire to be so admitted. 
You will hear their answers to the questions put to 
them, and if you make no objection they will be 
received. 

It is needful, however, that you, being reminded of 
your responsibility, as having previously entered this 
holy fellowship, and as now representing the Church 
into which they seek admission, — remembering their 
inexperience, and how much they must learn in order 
to become good soldiers of Jesus Christ, — see to it 
that they find in you holy examples of life, and lov- 
ing help in the true serving of their Lord and ours. 
I beseech you so to order your own lives that these 
new disciples may take no detriment from you, but 
that it may ever be cause for thanksgiving to God 
that they were led into this fellowship. 

Then addressing the persons seeking admission on 
probation, the minister shall say : — 

Dearly Beloved, — You have, by the gi-ace of God, 

made your decision to follow Christ and to serve him. 

Your confidence in so doing is not to be based on any 

notion of fitness or worthiness in yourselves, but solely 

on the merits of our Lord Jesus Christ, and on his 

death and intercession for us. 
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That the Church may kuow your purpose, you will 
answer the questions I am now to ask you. 

Have you an earnest desire to be saved from your 
sins? 

Ads. I have. 

Will you guard yourselves against all things con- 
trary to the teaching of God's Word, and endeavor to 
lead a holy life, following the commandments of God ? 

Ans. I will endeavor so to do. 

Are you purposed to give reverent attendance upon 
the appointed means of grace in the ministry of the 
AVord, and in the private and public worship of God ? 

Ans. I am so determined, with the help of God. 

No objection being offered, the minister shall then 
announce that the candidates are admitted as proba- 
tioners, and shall assign them to classes. 

Then shall the minister offer extemporary prayer. 

RECEPTION OF MEMBERS 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL 

''Members in Full" 
On the day appointed, after singing an appropriate 
hymn, all that are to be received into the Church shall 
be called forward, and the minister, addressing the con- 
gregation, shall say : — 

Dearly Beloved Brethren, — The Scriptures teach 
us that the Church is the household of God, the 
body of which Christ is the head; and that it is 
the design of the gospel to bring together in one all 
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who are in Christ. The fellowship of the Church 
is the communion that its members enjoy one with 
another. 

The ends of this fellowship are, the maintenance 
of sound doctrine and of the ordinances of Christian 
worship, and the exercise of that power of godly 
admonition and discipline which Christ hath com- 
mitted to his Church for the promotion of holiness. 
It is the duty of all men to unite in this fellowship ; 
for it is only those that "be planted in the house 
of the Lord " that " shall flourish in the courts of our 
God." Its more particular duties are: to promote 
peace and unity; to bear one another's burdens; to 
prevent each other's stumbling ; to seek the intimacy 
of friendly society among themselves; to continue 
steadfast in the faith and worship of the gospel ; and 
to pray and sympathize with each other. 

Among its privileges are: peculiar incitements to 
holiness from the hearing of God's Word and sharing 
in Christ's ordinances ; the being placed under the 
watchful care of pastors ; and the enjoyment of the 
blessings which are promised only to those who are 
of the Household of Faith. Into this holy fellowship 
the persons before you, who have abeady received the 
Sacrament of Baptism, and have been under the care 
of proper leaders for six months on trial, come seeking 
admission. 

We now propose, in the fear of God, to question 
them as to their faith and purposes, that you may 
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know that they are proper persons to be admitted into 
the Church. 

Then addressing the applicants for admission, the 
minister shall say: — 

Dearly Beloved, — You are come hither seeking the 
great privilege of union with the Church our Saviour 
has purchased with his own blood. We rejoice in the 
grace of God vouchsafed unto you in that he has 
called you to be his followers, and that thus far you 
have run well. You have heard how blessed are the 
privileges and how solemn are the duties of member- 
ship in Christ's Church; and before you are fully 
admitted thereto, it is proper that you do here pub- 
licly renew your vows, confess your faith, and de- 
clare your purpose by answering the following ques- 
tions : — 

Do you here, in the presence of God and of this 
congregation, renew the solemn promise contained in 
the Baptismal Covenant, ratifying and confirming the 
same, and acknowledging yourselves bound faithfully 
to observe and keep that covenant ? 

Ans. I do. 

Have you a saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ ? 

Ans. I trust I have. 

Do you believe in the doctrines of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, as set forth in the Articles of Religion of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church ? 

Ans. I do. 

Will you cheerfully be governed by the rules of 
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the Methcxiist Episcopal Church, hold sacred the 
ordinances of God, and endeavor, as much as in you 
lies, to promote the welfare of your brethren and the 
advancement of the Kedeemer's kingdom ? 

Ans. I will. 

Will you contribute of your earthly substance, ac- 
cording to your ability, to the support of the Gos- 
pel, and the various benevolent enterprises of the 
Church ? 

Ans. I will. 

Then the minister, addressing the church, shall say : — 

Brethren, these persons having given satisfactory 
responses to our inquiries, have any of you reason to 
allege why they should not be received into full mem- 
bership in the Church ? 

No objection being alleged, the minister shall say to 
the candidates : — 

We welcome you to the communion of the Church 
of God ; and, in testimony of our Christian affection, 
and the cordiality with which we receive you, I hereby 
extend to you the right hand of fellowship ; and may 
God grant that you may be faithful and useful mem- 
bers of the Church militant, till you are called to the 
fellowship of the Church triumphant ; which is "^ with- 
out fault before the throne of God." 

Then shall the minister offer extemporary prayer. 
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ADULT BAPTISM OR CONFIRMATION 

UNITARIAN 

After singing and the reading of appropriate scripture 
passages as in the Baptist baptismal service, the minister 
says to the candidate or candidates for baptism : — 

Do you believe iu Jesus Christ, the Son of God ? 

Ans. I do. 

Will you renounce the fellowship of evil, and en- 
deavor to do the will of God as revealed by Jesus 
Christ ? 

Ans. I will. 

(For confirmation omit the Baptismal Form.) 

This water is the emblem of that purity which God 
desires in the souls of his children, that purity which 
was in Christ Jesus, whose death and resurrection we 
would also remember ; that as he died and rose again, 
so we who are baptized may die to sin, and rise again 
to righteousness. 

Baptism shall then be administered, the minister 
saying : — 

I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

The minister will then say to the person baptized : — 

Now are you our brother in the Christian Church ; 
and with our whole hearts we will join you in your 
Christian confession. 
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The congregation then standing, the minister shall 
say: — 

In grateful remembrance of the mercy of God, made 
manifest in our Christian birth, teaching, and fellow- 
ship, and with an earnest desire and humble hope to 
live more worthy of so great mercy, we dedicate our- 
selves to God's service in the faith and hope of the 
gospel. 

And may God, who giveth life to all, help us that 
we may diligently renew this dedication in the con- 
duct of our lives, and that we may so walk together 
in this life, that, in the world to come, Ave may have 
life everlasting. 

Then the minister will pray : — 

Defend, O Lord, thy servant with thy heavenly 
grace that he may continue thine forever. Daily in- 
crease in him thy Holy Spirit, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of knowledge and true 
godliness, until he come into thine everlasting king- 
dom. 

Lord of all power and might, who art the author 
and giver of all good things, graft in our hearts the 
love of thy name ; increase in us true religion ; nourish 
lis with all goodness : and of thy great mercy keep us 
in the same for evermore. Amen. 

Singing and the benediction. 
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ORDER OF CONFIRMATION OR ADMISSION 
TO THE COMMUNION 

UXIVERSALIST 

Those about to be confirmed, that is, to receive the 
coinmiiiilon of the Church, shall have first received the 
Sacrament of Baptism; If not in infancy, or at some 
subsequent period, then noiv. To any such persons, 
standing in order before the minister, he shall say : — 

Dearly Beloved, — You have come hither to re- 
ceive the consecration of the Church, and to renew 
the solemn vow made at your baptism. Kenouncing, 
tlierefore, the fellowship of evil, Avill you endeavor 
to learn of Jesus Christ, and cooperate in the study 
and practice of his religion ? 

Each of those about to be confirmed shall audibly 
answer : — 

It is my earnest desire and prayer to be enabled so 
to do. 

The minister shall then say : — 

Beloved in the Lord, on this your open and volun- 
tary confession of Christ, I welcome you to the com- 
munion of his Church. And may God the Father 
grant that this union, formed on earth, may be con- 
tinued in heaven, and fit us for the fellowship of the 
•saints in light. 

Keceive the blessing of the Church. 
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Then those about to be confirmed kneeling at the 
altar, the minister shall lay his hand upon the head of 
each one separately, saying: — 

Defend, Lord, this thy child with thy heavenly 
grace, that he may continue thine forever, and may 
daily increase in thy Holy Spirit more and more, 
until he come unto thy everlasting kingdom. Amen. 

Then the minister shall say : — 

The Lord be with you. 

Ans. And with thy spirit. 

Minister. Our help is in the name of the Lord ; 

Ans. Who hath made heaven and earth. 

Minister. Blessed be the name of the Lord ; 

Ans. Henceforth, world without end. 

Minister. Lord, hear our prayers. 

Ans. And let our cry come unto thee. 

Then the Lord's Prayer to be said after the minister ; 
all reverently bowing the head, or kneeling. 

After which the minister shall say the following col- 
lects : — 

Almighty and ever living God, who makest us both 
to will and to do those things that be good and accepta- 
ble unto thy divine Majesty ; we would offer our hum- 
ble supplications unto thee for these thy servants 
who have made a public profession of the Christian 
faith, and expressed their earnest desire and prayer 
to be enabled to fulfil their duties as disciples of 
Jesus Christ. Let thy fatherly hand ever be over 
them ; let thy Holy Spirit ever be with them : guide 
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and help, strengthen and sanctify them, we beseech 
thee ; that, by the living bond of obedience and char- 
ity, they may be united to thee and thy beloved Son. 
Amen. 

Lord of all power and might, who art the author 
and giver of all good things : graft in our hearts the 
love of thy name ; increase in us true religion ; nour- 
ish us with all goodness, and of thy great mercy keep 
us in the same, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Here folloirs a hymn, and the benediction. 

Note. — The general form for church letters and letters mis- 
sive of the Universalist and Unitarian churches is similar to 
that of the Congregational church. 



FORM FOR THE LORD'S SUPPER 



LORD'S SUPPER 

BAPTIST CHURCH 

The general form is like that of the Congregational 
Churchy except that the ** Invitation " is to members in 
good standing of Baptist churches. 

LORD'S SUPPER 

COXGlfEGATIONAL 

invitation 
We cordially invite to share with us in this com- 
memoration of his death, all who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ and confess him before men. 

The bread being uncovered and already partly cut, Is 
broken by the minister, after which he offers a voluntary 
prayer, called the : — 

Prayer of Blessing 

He then reads the following Scripture : — 

For I received of the Lord that which also I deliv- 
ered unto you, how that the Lord Jesus in the night 

79 
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in which he was betrayed took bread ; and when he 
had given thanks, he brake it and said, This is my 
body, which is broken for you : this do in remembrance 
of me.— 1 CoRxi. 23,24. 

The minister then gives the plates of bread into the 
hands of the deacons, one of which is first handed back 
to him that he may partake, and then they are passed to all 
who desire or are entitled to commune. As the deacons 
return, the minister rises and takes the plates from their 
hands, and then after they are seated, serves each of them 
in turn. 

He then fills the cups from the flagons with the fruit 
of the vine, and offers a voluntary prayer called the — 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

He then reads the following Scripture : — 

In like manner also the cup, after supper, saying. 
This cup is the new testament in my blood : this do, 
as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. For as 
often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye pro- 
claim the Lord's death till he come. — 1 Cor. xi. 25, 
26. 

The wine is then distributed in the same manner as the 
bread. After lyl^tch is taken a — 

Collection for the Poor 

The service is closed with a hymn and the benedic- 
tion. 
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LORD'S SUPPER 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL 

The minister shall say one or more of these sentences* 
during the reading of which the persons appointed for 
that purpose shall receive the alms for the poor : — 

Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven. — Matt. v. 16. 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor 
steal. — Matt. vi. 19, 20. 

Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, 
do ye even so to them ; for this is the law and the 
prophets. — Matt. vii. 12. 

Not every one that saith unto me. Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven. — Matt. vii. 
21. 

Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord, Behold, 
Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor ; and if 
I have taken anything from any man by false accusa- 
tion, I restore him fourfold. — Luke xix. 8. 

He which soweth sparingly shall reap also spar- 
ingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap 
filso bountifully. Every man according as he pur- 
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poseth in his heart, so let him give ; not grudgingly or 
of necessity, for God loveth a cheerful giver. — 2 Cor. 
ix. 6, 7. 

As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men, especially imto them who are of the 
household of faith. — Gal. vi. 10. 

Godliness with contentment is great gain; for we 
brought nothing into this world, and it is certain that 
we can carry nothing out. — 1 Tim. vi. 6, 7. 

Charge them that are rich in this world, that they 
be not high-minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but 
in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to 
enjoy ; that they do good, that they be rich in good 
works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; 
laying up in store for themselves a good foundation 
against the time to come, that they may lay hold on 
eternal life. — 1 Tim. vi. 17-19. 

God is not unrighteous to forget your work and 
labor of love, in that ye have ministered to the saints, 
and do minister. — Heb. vi. 10. 

To do good and to communicate, forget not ; for with 
such sacrifices God is well pleased. — Heb. xiii. 16. 

Whoso hath this world's goods, and seeth his brother 
have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion 
from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him ? — 
1 John iii. 17. 

He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the 
Lord ; and that which he hath given will he pay him 
again. — Prov. xix. 17. • 
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Blessed is he that eonsidereth the poor ; the Lord 
will deliver him in time of trouble. — Psa. xli. 1. 

Thou shalt open thine haiid wide unto thy brother, 
to thy poor. — Deut. xv. 11. 

Aftek* iTirhich the minister shall give the folloiYiiig invi- 
tation, the people standing : — 

If any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous ; and he is the pro- 
pitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also 
for the sins of the whole world. 

AVherefore ye that do truly and earnestly repent of 
your sins, and are in love and charity with your neigh- 
bors, and intend to lead a new life, following the com- 
mandments of God, and walking from henceforth in 
his holy' ways, draw near with faith, and take this 
Holy Sacrament to your comfort; and, devoutly kneel- 
ing, make your humble confession to almighty God. 

Then shall this general confession be made by the 
minister in the name of all those who are minded to 
receive the Holy Communion, both he and all the people 
devoutly kneeling, and saying : — 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Maker o •: all things. Judge of all men, we acknowledge 
and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which 
we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine maj- 
esty, provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation 
against us. We do earnestly repent, and are heartily 
sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of 
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them is gi-ievous unto us. Have mercy upon us, have 
mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for thy Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, forgive us all that is 
past ; and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and 
please thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory 
of thy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Then shall the minister say : — 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy 
great mercy hast promised forgiveness of sins to all 
them that with hearty repentance and true faith turn 
unto thee, have mercy upon us; pardon and deliver 
us from all our sins ; confirm and strengthen us in all 
goodness; and bring us to everlasting life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE COLLECT 

Almighty God, imto whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid, 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, 
and worthily magnify thy holy name through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Then shall the minister say : — 

We do not presume to come to this thy table, O mer- 
ciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in 
thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy table. 
But thou art the same Lord, whose property is always 
to have mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, sq 
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to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to 
drink his blood, that we may live and grow thereby, 
and that, being washed through his most precious 
blood, we may evermore dwell in him and he in us. 
Amen. 

Then the minister shall offer the prayer of consecration 
as follows : — 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy 
tender mercy didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ 
to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption ; who 
made there, by his oblation of himself once offered, a 
full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and sat- 
isfaction for the sins of the whole world; and did 
institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to con- 
tinue, a perpetual memory of his precious death until 
his coming again ; hear us, merciful Father, we most 
humbly beseech thee, and grant that we, receiving 
these thy creatures of bread and wine, according to 
thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ's holy institution, 
in remembrance of his death and passion, may be par- 
takers of his most blessed body and blood; who, in 
the same night that he was betrayed took bread 
(here the minister may take the bread in his hands) ; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, Take, eat ; this is my body which 
is given for you ; do this in remembrance of me. Like- 
wise after supper he took the cup (here the minister 
may tal^e the cup in his hands) ; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, saying. Drink ye all of this ; 
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for this is my blood of the new testament, which is 
shed for you, and for many, for the remission of 
sins ; do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remem- 
brance of me. Amen. 

Then shall the minister receive the communion in both 
liinds, and proceed to deliver the same to the other min- 
isters, if any be present; after which he shall say : — 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks unto 
thee, Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting 
God. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all 
the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 
glorious name, evermore praising thee, and saying. 
Holy, holy, holy. Lord God of hosts, heaven and 
earth are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord 
most high. Amen. 

The minister shall then proceed to administer the 
communion to the people in order, kneeling, into their 
uncovered hands; and when he delivereth the bread, he 
shall say : — 

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was 
given for thee, preserve thy soul and body unto ever- 
lasting life. Take and eat this in remembrance that 
Christ died for thee ; and feed on him in thy heart by 
faith with thanksgiving. 

And the minister that delivereth the cup shall say : — 

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was ^lied 
for thee, preserve thy soul and body unto everlasting 



LORD'S SUPPER 87 

life. Drink this in remembrance that Christ's blood 
was shed for thee, and be thankful. 

(In distributing the bread and wine, tlie minister often 
adds iTirords of encouragement or admonition. If the , 
consecrated bread or wine be all spent before all have 
communed, the minister may consecrate more by using 
the prayer of consecration.) 

Here the Lord's Prayer may be said by the minister 
and people. 

The minister shall say : — 

Lord, our heavenly Father, we thy humble ser- 
vants desire thy Fatherly goodness mercifully to ac- 
cept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, most 
humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits 
and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith 
in his blood, we and thy whole Church may obtain 
remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his pas- 
sion. And here we offer and present unto thee, O 
Lord, ourselves, our souls, and our bodies, to be a 
reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice unto thee; humbly 
beseeching thee that all we who are partakers of this 
Holy Communion may be filled with thy grace and 
heavenly benediction. And although we be unworthy, 
through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sac- 
rifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden 
duty and service; not weighing our merits, but par- 
doning our offences, through Jesus Christ our Lord ; 
by whom and with whom, in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, Father 
almighty, world without end. Amen. 
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Then shall be said or sung : — 

Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good- 
will toward men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we 
worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee 
for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God 
the Father almighty. 

Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that 
takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon 
us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right 
hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For 
thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou 
only, Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in 
the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Then the minister may oifer an extemporary prayer 
and dismiss the congregation with the apostolic bene- 
diction. 

If the minister be straitened for time in the usual 
administration of the Holy Communion, he may omit 
any part of the service except the invitation, the con- 
fession, and the prayer of consecration, and in its admin- 
istration to the sick he may omit any part of the service 
except the confession, the prayer of consecration, and 
the usual sentences in delivering the bread and ivine, 
closing with the Lord's Prayer, extempore supplication, 
and the benediction. Persons w^ho have scruples con- 
cerning the receiving the sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
lineeling, or have physical disability, are permitted to 
receive it standing or sitting. 
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LORD'S SUPPER 

UXIVERSALIST 

This service may be preceded by reading tbe Ten 
Commandments and Offertory; or, instead of the Com- 
mandments, especially on the Sundays after Easter, the 
Beatitudes may be read. Then the minister, standing by 
the Lord's Table, shall say one or more of the following 
sentences : — 

Blessed are they that do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness ; for they shall be filled. — Matt. v. 6. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said, My Father giveth you 
the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God 
is he who cometh down from heaven, and giveth life 
unto the world. I am the bread of life; he that 
cometh unto me shall never hunger; and he that 
believeth on me shall never thirst. — Johx vi. 32, 
33, 35. 

And the Spirit and the Church say. Come. And fet 
him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is 
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely. — Kev. xxii. 17. 

By one Spirit are we baptized into one body, and 
have been all made to drink into one Spirit. Being 
many we are one, being partakers of one bread. — 
1 Cor. xii. 13; x. 17. 

Behold I stand at the door and knock ; if any man 
hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him and will sup with him, and he with me. — Rev. 
iii. 20. 
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Christ, our passover, is sacrificed for us ; therefore 
let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither 
with the leaven of malice and wickedness ; but with 
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. — 1 Cor. 
V. 7, 8. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said, Abide in me, and I in 
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except 
it abide in the vine, no more can ye, except ye abide 
in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches ; he that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing. — 
John xv. 4, 5. 

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if 
ye do whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I call 
you not servants ; for the servant knoweth not what 
his lord doeth ; but I have called you friends ; for all 
things that I have heard of my Father, I have made 
known unto you. — John xv. 13-15. 

Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. — Matt. xi. 2S, 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. — John iii. 16. 

Then the minister shall say : — 

Dearly Beloved Brethren, — We come to this 
table to testify, not that we are righteous, but that 
we sincerely love the Lord Jesus Christ, and wish to 
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become his true disciples. Ye, therefore, who do truly 
and earnestly desire to learn of the Saviour, and to co- 
operate in the study and practice of his religion ; who 
would live in love and charity with your neighbors, 
and would grow in the Christian life, dmw near with 
faith, and take this holy ordinance to your comfort, 
and make your humble confession to almighty God. 

Then shall this general confession be made by minister 
and people ; all humbly bowing down or devoutly kneel- 
ing:— 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father; we humbly 
acknowledge our weakness, and the sins which we 
from time to time have most grievously committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, against thy great good- 
ness, against our Master, Jesus Christ, against our 
own souls, and against our brethren. Have mercy 
upon us, most merciful Father. Comfort and help 
us. Kaise our hearts up to thee in heaven, and suffer 
us no more to wander upon earth. In the name of 
thy beloved Son, we beseech thee to forgive us all 
that is past; and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee, in newness of life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Then shall the minister say this prayer : — 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in thy 
great mercy hast promised forgiveness of sins to all 
those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn 
unto thee, have mercy upon us; pardon and deliver 
us from all our sins ; confirm and strengthen us in 
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all goodness ; and bring us to everlasting life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lo^d. Amen. 

Then shall the minister say : — 

Hear what words of comfort our Saviour saith unto 
all who desire his help. 

Come unto me, all ye who labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. So God loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, to the end that all who 
believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life. 

Hear also what St. Paul saith : — 

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be 
received, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners. 

Hear also what St. John saith ; — 

If any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is the 
propitiation for our sins. 

Lift up your hearts. 

Ans. We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Minister. Let US give thanks unto our God. 

Ans. It is meet and right so to do. 

Minister. It is very meet, right, and our bounden 
duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, 
everlasting God. 

Here may follow the proper preface, if there be any 
specially appointed; or else immediately may follow 
(minister and people together) : — 
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Therefore, with angels, and archangels, and with 
all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 
glorious name; evermore praising thee, and saying. 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and 
earth are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O 
Lord, most high. 

PROPER PREFACE 

UPON CHRISTMAS DAY 

Because thou didst send thy Son into the world, 
that the world through him might be saved. There- 
fore, with angels, etc. 

UPON EASTER DAT 

But chiefly are we bound to praise thee for the 
glorious resurrection of thy Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord ; for he was offered for us, and is the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sins of the world ; who by 
his death hath destroyed death, and by his rising to 
life again hath restored us to everlasting life. There- 
fore, with angels, etc. 

UPON ASCENSION DAY 

Through thy most dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord; who, after his most glorious resurrection, 
manifestly appeared to all his apostles, and in their 
sight ascended up into heaven to prepare a place for 
us ; that where he is, thither we might also ascend. 
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and reign with him in glory. Therefore, with angels, 
etc. 

UPON WHITSUNDAY 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord ; according to whose 
most true promise thy Holy Spirit was poured forth 
upon the apostles, to teach them, and to lead them 
to all truth ; giving them both the gift of divers 
languages, and also boldness, with fervent zeal, con- 
stantly to preach the gospel unto all nations, whereby 
we have been brought out of darkness and error into 
the clear light and true knowledge of thee, and of 
thy Son, Jesus Christ. Therefore, with angels, etc. 

Then shall the minister read the following words : — 

I have received of the Lord that which also I de- 
livered unto you. That the Lord Jesus, the same 
night in which he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said. Take, 
eat ; this is my body, which is broken for you ; this 
do in remembrance of me. After the same manner 
also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying. 
This cup is the new testament in my blood ; this do 
ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do show the Lord's death till he come. — 1 Cor. xi. 
23-2(>. 

3llnister. The Lord be with you. 

Ans. And with thy spirit. 

311nister. Let us pray. 
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The minister then may offer prayer in his own words, 
or say the prayers following ; all humbly bow^ing dow^n, 
or devoutly kneeling : — 

Father of our spirits ; mindful of Christ's life and 
teachings, his death upon the cross, his resurrection 
and ascension, and his seat at thy right hand, we 
come to partake of this bread and this wine in remem- 
brance of him. We beseech thee to sanctify them 
and us : and may we who thus eat of one bread and 
drink of one cup be made one with each other in the 
fellowship of the same Holy Spirit, and one with thee 
and thy dear Son. 

And in this our communion we desire to remember, 
and beseech thee to remember and bless, the multi- 
tudes of every name who are joined with us in one 
household of faith, our brethren and sisters in Christ 
throughout the world. 

We remember those who have fallen asleep in 
Christ, and in the joyful hope of resurrection unto 
eternal life. 

We remember the fathers from the beginning of 
the world ; the patriarchs, prophets, apostles, martyrs, 
and all who have wrought righteousness. 

We remember all such as. journey; all who are in 
sickness or distress; and we would forgive our ene- 
mies, if there be any who have wished or done 
us ill. 

We remember the whole family of man; beseech- 
ing thee that the spirits of all flesh may taste of thy 
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grace, and that the ends of the earth may see the 
salvation of God. 

And unto us, Lord God, vouchsafe such guidance 
that, as Christians and blameless, we may spend the 
remainder of our lives. 

Accept, holy and ever blessed Father, these our 
supplications. May our offerings find favor in thy 
sight, and be as an odor of spiritual incense. Amen. 

Here shall be sung a communion hymn, or a hymn 
appointed for Vespers, unannounced. 

Then shall the minister, having first received the com- 
munion in both kinds himself, proceed to deliver the 
same to the people. And when he delivereth the bread, 
he shall say : — 

Take and eat this in remembrance of Jesus Christ : 
and feed on him in thy heart by faith, with thanks- 
giving. 

And the minister who delivereth the cup shall say : — 

Drink this in remembrance of Jesus Christ, and be 
thankful. 

When all have received the communion, the liord's 
prayer shall be said by minister and people ; all humbly 
bow^ing dow^n, or reverently kneeling. 

lord's prayer 

Then the minister shall say this prayer : — 

Almighty and ever living God, we most heartily 
thank thee for that thou dost vouchsafe to feed us 
with spiritual food; and dost assure us thereby of 
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thy favor and goodness toward us ; and that we are 
lieirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And 
we most humbly beseech thee, heavenly Father, so 
to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in 
that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as 
thou hast prepared for us to walk in ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, through whom to thee be all honor 
and glory, world without end. Amen. 

Then may be said or sung, all standing, Gloria in 
Excelsisy or some proper hymn from the Selection. 

Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good- 
will toward men. 

We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we 
glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great 
glory, Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father 
almighty. 

God, through thy only begotten Son Jesus Christ, 
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, who taketh away 
the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Through 
him that taketh away the sins of the world, have 
mercy upon us. Through him that taketh away the 
sins of the world, receive our prayer. Through him 
that sitteth at the right hand of God our Father, have 
mercy upon us. For thou only art holy : thou only 
art the Lord; thou only, in Christ, with the Holy 
Ghost, art most high in thy glory, God, our Father. 
Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
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LORD'S SUPPER 

UXITARIAX 

After music and appropriate scripture reading l>y the 
minister, as in tlie Universalist Churcli, he will deliver 
an address or the following exhortation: — 

Ye who do truly and earnestly repent of your sins, 
and are in love and charity with your neighbors, and 
intend to lead a new life, following the command- 
iiKMits of God, and walking from henceforth in his 
lioly ways, draw near with faith, and take this holy 
ordinance to your comfort, and make your humble 
confession to almighty God. 

Then shall the minister pray : — 

Almighty God, as we come together in communion 
with thy well-beloved Son, quicken for us by thy 
present spirit every memory of his love. Grant that 
in his life we may be made alive, and that by his 
death even we may be made strong. Not in vain let 
us meet in his name, and read the glad tidings of 
his gospel; but grant that, as we eat of this broken 
bread, and drink from this cup of blessing, we may 
be ready to take up our cross and follow him, and to 
enter that service which is perfect freedom. Bound 
together in the love that binds us to thyself, may we 
and all thy children become fellow-laborers with thee 
and with thy dear Son, that thy will may be done 
on earth as it is iu heaven. Amen. 
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Then shall the minister read as follows : — 

The Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which 
he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he brake it and said, Take, eat; this is iny 
body which is broken for you; this do in remem- 
brance of me. After the same manner also he took 
the cup, when he had supped, saying. This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood; this do ye, as oft as ye 
drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as 
ye do eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show 
the Lord's death till he come. 

Then shall the minister deliver the bread to his fellow- 
communicantSy saying : — 

Take and eat this in remembrance of Christ. 

And when he delivers the cup : — 

Drink this in remembrance of Christ. 

Then shall be said or sung the following : — 

Glory be to God on high, 

And on earth, peace, good-will tow^ard men. 

We praise thee, we bless thee, we give thee thanks, 
Father everlasting. 

For all thy love to us in Jesus Christ thy Son. 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and 
earth are full of thy glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord, most high. 

Then shall be said the following prayers : — 
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(xod, Father of our spirits, in memory of Christ's 
life and teachings, of his death on the cross, and of 
his resurrection and ascension, we have united in this 
holy communion. 

We remember him who loved us, and died for us, that 
he might redeem us to thee. 

AVe remember and pray for the multitudes of every 
name, who are joined with us in the great household 
of faith, our brethren in Christ, throughout the world. 

Wilt thou in mercy remember and bless them all in 
Christ and in his truth. 

We remember those who in ages past have gathered 
around the table of the Lord, who have fallen asleep 
in Christ, in the joyful hope of the blessed life to 
come. 

Make us to feel that we are one with them in the faith 
of the gospel and its promises. 

We remember, with affection, the dear friends who 
have been with us in former days, but now gone from 
our earthly communion. We would keep our love 
unwasted and unchanged till we meet them again in 
a better world. 

May we so live now that our souls may be in fellow- 
ship with their glorified spirits. 

We remember the fathers from the beginning of 
the world, patriarchs, apostles, martyrs, and saints, 
all who have wrought righteousness and walked with 
thee. 
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May we be one with them in faith and righteousness^ 
and heirs of their blessings. 

We remember all who are in sickness and distress, 
absent from home, and in foreign lands, and com- 
mend them to thy protection, comfort, and grace. 

We remember in charity all who have done or wished 
us ill ; forgiving our enemies, as we wish to be forgiven 
of thee. 

We remember the whole family of man, our breth- 
ren, beseeching thee that all may taste of thy grace. 

And that the ends of the earth may see the salvation 
of God. 

We pray for the young, that they may be under the 
watchcare of thy love ; may find true and wise friends 
ever ready to counsel and to help, and may grow up 
in the fear of the Lord, and the love of all that is 
worthy and good. 

And unto us, O Lord, vouchsafe thy guidance; that, 
as Christians, we may live before thee in righteousness 
and charity and in the Joy of thy Holy Spirit. 

Accept, Father, ever blessed God, these our sup- 
plications, and keep us always in thy love, and let 
our offerings find favor in thy sight, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Then follows a hymn and the benediction. 
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RULES OF ORDER 

1. ORGANIZATION OF AN ASSEMBLY 

When a deliberative body is assembled according to 
appointment, at the time appointed for the meeting 
any one of the members may call the meeting to order 
and request the members to nominate some person to 
act as chairman pro tern. 

The same member should act as chairman, until the 
chairman 2)ro tern, is elected by the body. The chair- 
man pro tern, should then proceed to complete the 
organization by the choice of a secretary and such 
other officers as may be deemed necessary. 

In all deliberative assemblies it is necessary to ascer- 
tain who are properly members. This may be done 
by committee or otherwise, either before or after the 
permanent organization, before proceeding to any other 
business. 

Bodies holding stated meetings cannot properly pro- 
ceed to business unless a prescribed number, called a 
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quorum, are present. AVhen the number of a quorum 
has not been determined by rules, the majority of the 
members constitutes a quorum. A permanent organi- 
zation may be effected by raising a committee of nomi- 
nation, or by promiscuously nominating the officers, 
viva voce, and then proceeding to confirm the nomina- 
tions by vote or ballot. 

2. PRESIDING OFFICER 

It is the duty of the presiding officer to call the 
members to order at the appointed time ; to conduct 
the religious services ; to announce the order of busi- 
ness; to receive all messages and communications, 
and announce them to the meeting ; to put to vote all 
questions which are regularly submitted, and declare 
the result ; to appoint committees, when directed in a 
particular case, or when a standing rule requires it ; 
to decide all questions of order ; to see that the laws 
of debate and due propriety and decorum are observed 
by the members ; to authenticate, by his signature, all 
the acts and proceedings of the assembly; and in 
general, to declare its will, and obey- its commands. 

The presiding officer should give his undivided atten- 
tion to each speaker, and observe the utmost impar- 
tiality in his decisions. 

In case of the absence or withdrawal of the president 
or chairman, the vice-president, if any, should take 
his place. If there be no vice-president, a presiding 
officer should be elected j>ro tern., the secretary mean- 
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while conducting the proceedings. The presiding offi- 
cer should rise to state a motion or put a question. 

3. SECRETARY 

It is the duty of the secretary to keep a record of 
the proceedings of the assembly, to read all papers 
which may be ordered to be read ; to notify commit- 
tees of their appointments; to authenticate, by his 
signature, all the acts of the assembly; and to preserve 
all its papers and documents. The secretary, if a 
member of the body, has the right to take part in the 
deliberations of the assembly. 

4. MEMBERS 

All members have an equal right to submit propo- 
sitions, and to explain and recommend them in dis- 
cussion. No member should be interrupted when 
speaking, except by the president, and by him only 
when he departs from the question, uses personalities, 
or utters disrespectful language. Any member who 
considers a speaker out of order may call the atten- 
tion of the president to the subject; and any member 
may explain if he thinks himself misrepresented. If 
any member considers himself as aggrieved by a 
decision of the president, he may appeal to the assem- 
bly. No member should decline voting on any ques- 
tion unless excused by the assembly. He should not 
be present and vote on matters concerning himself. 
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5. MOTIONS 

^ When a motion is made and seconded, the president 
must state it to the assembly before it is in their pos- 
session. No speech should be made without a motion, 
nor after a motion is submitted until it is seconded and 
has been stated by the president. All motions must 
be reduced to writing if requested by the president, 
secretary, or any two members. A motion or resolu- 
tion may be withdrawn by the mover at any time 
before amendment or decision. No new motion or 
resolution can be offered until the one under consid- 
eration is disposed of, unless one of the following 
motions intervene, which must have the precedence 
in the order stated, viz. : 1. Adjournment. 2. Indefi- 
nite postponement. 3. Laying on the table. 4. Eef- 
erence to a committee. 5. Postponement to a given 
time. 6. Amendment, or a substitute. 

6. PRIVILEGED QUESTIONS 

Privileged questions are of three kinds, viz. : 1. Mo- 
tions to adjourn. 2. Motions relating to the rights 
and privileges of the body, or of individual members. 
3. Motions for the order of the day. 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

A motion to adjourn takes precedence of all others, 
and when made simply, without statement of purpose 
or time, must be taken without debate. A motion to 
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adjourn is not in order when a member is speaking, 
or when a vote is being taken on any question. An 
adjournment pending the consideration of any ques- 
tion supersedes that discussion, unless again brought 
forward in the usual way. But an adjourned meeting 
is regarded as a continuation of the former meeting, 
and the business should be resumed as if no adjourn- 
ment had taken place. An adjournment without day 
is equivalent to a dissolution. 

8. ORDERS OF THE DAY 

AVhen the consideration of a subject has been as- 
signed by the assembly to a certain day, it is called the 
order of the day. If any other proposition arise on the 
day assigned for the consideration of any subject, a 
motion for the order of the day will supersede such 
proposition, and must be first put and decided. If a 
subject is assigned for any particular hour, the ques- 
tion to proceed to it is not a privileged one until the 
hour has arrived. 

9. INCIDENTAL QUESTIONS 

Incidental questions, or such as grow out of the 
original proposition before an assembly, such as ques- 
tions of order, motions for the reading of papers, leave 
to withdraw a motion, suspension of a rule, an amend- 
ment of an amendment, must be decided before the 
question which gave rise to them. 
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10. INDEFINITE POSTPONEMENT 

If a motion has been indefinitely postponed, it can- 
not be called up or resumed during that session, unless 
by consent of three-fourths of the members who were 
present at the decision. 

11. LAYING ON THE TABLE 

A. proposition may be laid on the table, when more 
information is desired, or when other business claims 
present attention. Propositions laid on the table may 
be taken up by motion at the pleasure of the body. 
If not called up they remain as though indefinitely 
postponed. 

12. REFERENCE TO A COMMITTEE 

For the purpose of having a subject more thoroughly 
considered, and presented to the assembly in a more 
satisfactory manner, a proposition may be referred to 
a standing or select committee, with discretionary 
power or with general or particular instructions. A 
portion only of a subject may be referred, and differ- 
ent portions may be referred to different committees. 

13. DIVISION OF A QUESTION 

AYhen a proposition consists of two or more distinct 
parts, susceptible of division into separate questions, 
and it is supposed that the assembly may approve of 
some but not of all these parts, the proposition may 
be divided, by order of the assembly, or at the request 
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of the president or any member, if no objections are 
made. 

14. FILLING BLANKS 

When blanks are left in a proposition by a mover, 
they may be filled by a vote of the assembly, taking 
the question upon the largest number and the longest 
time first. 

15. AMENDMENTS 

The mover may modify or accept an amendment 
when it is made, before it has been stated to the assem- 
bly by the president. In this case it becomes a part 
of the original motion. Amendments to a proposition 
should be proposed in the order of its paragraphs, and 
may be made in three ways: first by striking out 
words ; second by inserting words ; or, third, by strik- 
ing out some words and inserting others. There may 
be an amendment to an amendment, but not an amend- 
ment to that amendment. The last amendment should 
be taken first, and all motions in that order. What- 
ever is agreed to by the assembly on a vote either 
adopting or rejecting a proposed amendment, cannot 
afterward be altered or amended; and whatever is 
disagreed to in a proposed amendment cannot after- 
ward be moved. 

Amendments may be made to a proposition, not only 
varying its meaning, but conveying a directly opposite 
sense. Thus bills in legislative bodies may be amended 
by striking out all after the enacting clause, and 
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inserting a new bill ; and resolutions may be amended 
by striking out all after the words, " Eesolved that " 
and inserting a proposition of a wholly different phar- 
acter. 

16. PREVIOUS QUESTION 

The previous question is put in the following form : 
" Shall the main question be now put ? ". If decided 
in the negative, it may not be renewed the same ses- 
sion. If decided in the affirmative, it requires the origi- 
nal motion to be immediately put, without further 
debate, and in the form in which it -then exists. It is 
deemed an unparliamentary proceeding to introduce a 
proposition and at the same time move the previous 
question. 

17. ORDER OP PROCEEDINGS 

When an assembly does not prescribe an order of 
business, the president may present any regular busi- 
ness at his discretion. In considering a proposition 
consisting of several paragraphs, the paper should be 
first read by the secretary, then it should be read a 
second time by the chairman or secretary in para- 
graphs, pausing upon each, that amendments may be 
made if desired ; and when the whole paper has been 
gone through with in this manner, the final question 
should be put on adopting the whole paper as amended 
or unamended. When a paper has been referred to a 
committee and reported back with amendments, these 
amendments must first be disposed of unless amended. 
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before other amendments are introduced. When there 
is a preamble, it should be considered after the dis- 
posal of the resolution under it. 

18. ORDER IN DEBATE 

The presiding officer is not expected to enter into 
the debate : but he may state matters of fact within 
his knowledge, inform the assembly on points of or- 
der ; and on appeals from his decision on questions of 
order he may address the assembly in debate. 

A member rising to speak shall address himself to 
the president, and not proceed until his name is called 
l)y that officer. AMien several members rise at the 
same time, tlie president shall decide who shall first 
speak, the person whose voice is first heard being 
entitled to the floor. AVhen a person gives way to 
another to speak, he really resigns the floor, and can 
resume it only by general consent or by the vote of 
the assembly. 

The presiding officer may have preference to other 
members on subjects upon which it is proper for him 
to speak, but may not interrupt a member, unless out 
of order, to speak himself. Every member shall con- 
fine himself in speaking to the subject under discus- 
sion. When called to order for irrelevancy, the speaker 
may proceed, unless a motion prevail that he is out of 
order. 

No member shall speak more than once upon the 
. same question, without the permission of the assembly, 
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while others who have not spoken wish to speak, 
unless it be to explain. To shorten debate, a special 
order may be determined in reference to a particular 
subject, requiring all discussion upon it to cease at a 
specified time, or the time allowed to each speaker 
may be limited. In extreme cases, resort may be had 
to the previous question. 

If a member use offensive or abusive language 
toward other members, he may be stopped by the 
president or by one or more members rising for that 
purpose ; and the words objected to should be written 
down by the secretary, that the offender may disclaim 
or apologize for the offence, or receive the censure of 
the assembly. 

When a question of order arises, all other business 
must be suspended until that point is settled. The 
presiding officer must decide the point without debate. 
Any member may appeal from this decision to the 
assembly. The question on the appeal is debatable, 
and the presiding officer may participate in the 
discussion. 

19. TAKING THE QUESTION 

A proposition made to a deliberative body is called a 
motion; when propounded to the assembly for reception 
or rejection, it is denominated a question ; when adopted 
it becomes the order, resolution, or vote of the assembly. 
The question being stated, the president puts it first 
in the affirmative, " As many as are of the opinion that 
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(repeating the question) say ay " or " raise your 
hands," and putting it in the negative, " As many as 
are of a different opinion," et<;. By order of the 
assembly, the expression may be given by taking the 
ays and noes, the secretary reading the list of mem- 
bers. In the former cases the presiding officer decides 
from the sound of voices or the appearance of hands. 
If the decision be doubted, a division of the house 
may be called for, the members voting in the affirma- 
tive and negative rising as called upon and standing 
to be counted. 

A person who is not present when the vote is taken 
cannot vote without the permission of the assembly. 
If the members are equally divided upon a question, 
the presiding officer may give the casting vote, or by 
declining to vote leave the proposition negatived. 

If a question arise upon a point of order, for exam- 
ple, as to the right or duty of a member to vote while 
a division is taking place, the president must decide 
peremptorily, subject to the correction of the assembly 
after the division is over. If a quorum is not present 
when a division takes place, there is no decision. 

20. RECONSIDERATION 

When any motion or resolution has been carried in 
the affirmative or negative, it is in order for any 
member who voted in the majority to move for a. 
reconsideration of it. The passage of a resolution to 
reconsider places the question where it was before 
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decision, and leaves it open for discussion, amendment, 
adoption, or rejection. 

21. COMMITTEES 

Committees appointed to consider a particular sub- 
ject are called Select Committees ; those appointed to 
consider all subjects of a similar nature are denomi- 
nated Standing Committees. 

They may receive instructions when the business is 
at first referred to them, or at any subsequent time, or 
they may be allowed discretionary power. Committees 
may be appointed by the president, or by nomination 
and vote of the members. The person first named on 
a committee is the chairman to call the first meeting, 
but every committee is at liberty to elect its own 
chairman to preside over its deliberations. The 
report may be made to the assembly by the chairman, 
or by any other person who may be authorized for 
that purpose; and may be received by direct vote, 
or the general consent of the assembly. When the 
report of a select committee is accepted, the committee 
is discharged. 

Should there be a minority report, it may be intro- 
duced by vote, immediately after the majority report 
has been read. It is then in order on motion to take 
up for consideration the resolution or proposition 
attached to either of the reports. Or when the 
majority report is considered, the minority report may 
be moved as a substitute for it. 
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22. THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

When a subject has been ordered to be referred to 
a committee of the whole, the mode of proceeding is 
as follows : A motion is made and seconded that the 
assembly do now resolve itself into a committee of 
the whole, naming the business to be taken up in that 
capacity. If the question prevails, the presideuu will 
call some member to the chair, or the assembly may 
appoint a chairman. Thus organized, the committee 
is under the same laws that govern assemblies, with 
the following exceptions : — 

The presiding officer has the same privilege to par- 
ticipate in the discussions that the other members 
have. 

There is no appeal from the decision of the chair 
on points of order. 

The previous question cannot be moved. 

The ays and noes cannot be called. 

They cannot, like other committees, adjourn to some 
other time or place ; but when they rise, if their busi- 
ness is unfinished, they can ask permission of the 
assembly to sit again. 

They cannot refer any matter to a sub-committee. 

Members are not restricted as to the times of 
speaking. 

When the committee have finished the business 
referred to them, a member moves that the committee 
rise, and the chairman or some other person report to 
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the assembly, which being carried the president of 
the assembly resumes his seat. The chairman of the 
committee then reports, and the president presents 
the report for the action of the assembly. 

If their business is unfinished, the chairman reports 
progress, and asks leave to sit again. 

The president puts the question on granting leave. 
If leave is not granted, the committee is dissolved. 

23. RECORDS OF ALL MEETINGS 

The records of all the regular and special meetings 
of the assembly should be read by the secretary and 
approved by the members before adjournment, while 
the proceedings are fresh in the minds of all. The 
records of any meeting should be read by the secre- 
tary whenever requested by any member. 



I 



m^npsr 
ThtPMnlM«Mr:«oompMiil 



AB»1« 



123456769 



WHITAKER. N.T. 



AUTHOR 

The Pastor's Helper 

TITLE 



Cdl 

BV 

175 

.P37 



